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To the READER. 


S nothing more import i the ſons of men, than a judicious ſearch 
after the certain knowledge of that Eternal Truth, in which 
alout ability is plac'd to free from thoſe fins and ent anglements 
the Inſiful eye and wanton mind have naturally ſubjeited thews 

unte, and into which they are ſo deeply intricated; ſo can there nothing 
prove more dangerous, than an implicit reception of (uch Principles as 
daily fleal out of be Preſs, Some are ſo vtry 1imbecile, a that they crave 
« ſupper: from the Ingenmity of their Friends to vindicate their Canſe ; 
whilit others better Kid, cunningly can inſinuate thur Sentiments 
(however defeflive, being truly examined) under the plauſibility of 
language, and reſemblance of reaſon : but though I am willing to c- 
knowledge nd Age me ſhatter'd and in picces Religious concern» 
ments, than this we live in ( ſome ſplitting on the Rocks of (Atheſm 
whilft others creep into the ſhallow Creeks of bare Profeſſion) yet wi 
tat confidence I can impeach Man as the ground of h own diftratied 
and miſerable eftate ; for ſuch bath been and i the curious and inquiſi- 
tive mind of Man, y * a_ 2 wiſe above what : written, ſe is 
he moſt inopatient in bis ſrarch; and overlooking that ſuſſiciency given 
re God, to alt in hi: divins and — — 7.210 yp 
forming out of his brainſick fancies, rather what be would have g * x 
Man, and Religion to be, than what they really are ; or elſe, being born 
under ſome generally received appr ebenſion! and Articles of Faith, ur- 
ſhip and DE ine, ff fo emirely burried ama with the variety of 
earthly pleaſmres, or diverted by ftars, that thef can find no leiſure to 
exquire how far they bear any proportion with ſound Reaſon and true Re- 
2 : Both theſe ſo much experimented evils, are the wndentable oc- 
Caſion of that inbumane entertainment ſuch have met withal, whom 
God at any time bath ſent to teftifie againſt the invented wayes, words, 
works and 2 this degenerated world; looking en it 44 an in- 
lerable affront, that not only they ſhould be exploded for Hereticky, but 
that the Faub of their Zealous Anceſtors ſhould come in queſtion, it my 
be by Reformwers of no better rank than poor Mechanicks ; forgetting it 
was the Channel, through which God in all Ages hath been pleaſed v0 
aer A2 4 
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tomvey the ſtreami of Divine Knowledge; and wa indeed moſt con. 
wr with God's Ommipotence, to let the lofty worldlingr know, bow 
able be was by mean and contempiible Inſtruments tos the confuſion 
of : hem and heir Inventions, ; 

This never wat more expreſly verified, than in the progreſs made by 
that deſp ſed Generation of Pilgrims, call'd Quakers, who stub 
ſtanding al that oppoſition of Powers Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, and their 
many Stratagems imbattell'd to ſcatter and deſtroy them, are yet « 
People; and with no other weapons, than « holy, inoffenſeve and ſuſfe- 
ring converſation, have valiantly warr'd through the many Armies of 
their Enemies, and in the Wiſdows of buns that call'd thems forth, been 
able to undermine & circumvent their moſt Machiavilien Conſpiracies; 
which leads mt to give thee an accomnt of my thus appearing in thy view: 
I can aſſure thee "tis mo forwardneſs to gain the reputation of 4 Diſpu- 
tant, fince that vain glory my Principle probibits, and mol# wil- 
lingly bave left this * another, did not meceſſity lay it ſtrifily on me. 

ft the many peviſh Adverſuries I baut met with, who have 
vent ured to oppoſe and ſlander that Innocent People, I ſcarce know one 
who bas more made it bis concern than my Antagoniſt ; for beſides what 
either this rreats of under my examination, or another anciently printed, 
under the protefiion of 4 =_ Dedicatory Epiſtle to O. Cromwel, the 
acquaintance | beve bad with him by paper and perſonal conference, as 
well as the punitual information I have received concerning bis prattice 
throwgh all our Revolmtions ( which'l. may term a Touchſtone for 
Integrity) will by e difpente with my paſſing by this Guide un- 
animadyerted : for truly, Reader, I cannot but in funcerity aſſure thee, 
that a Religious pity will not hæve me filent, ſince when I narrowly ob- 
ſerve the paſſages of bis life, and then remark the very drift of bis diſ- 
conrſe ( abundantly confuſed, « will appear in this ſhort Reply ) I really 
find it is to palliate bis own nakgdntſs and if poſſible,not only to confirms al 
Temporizers likg himſelf, but alſo by bus little 1nſinuat ions of pretende# 
Chriſtian Tenderneſs, to beguile the chaſte minds of others inte 4 defile- 
ment of 4 cringing and conforming ſpirit : all which ſtrongly excites 
e to preſent 72 with a Confutation of bu Religion 4 Keprebenſion 
of bis Afferflons, a Deteftion of bis Hypocrifie, and Compariſey of bis 


Comradittiont ; that being once unmaik'd, be may appear in all bis Im- 
perfections, and bis Diſguiſe never prove inſuriou Anf any. : 


CHAP, 


CHAP, L 
A Confutation of bis Religion. 


Selk. 1. 


Lthough I eafly (hall confe(s Religion to be mans chiefeſt 
Concernment, and that his eternal bliſs does indiſpen- 
ſibly depend upon the ſound belief and conſt int practice 
of the true one ; yet when I retroſpe& upon that time I 

once imploy'd in a converſation with Books, and call to mind the 
excellent Defence of Origen, and Apology of Tertullia on the be- 
half of thoſe primitive Cariftizns, and allo the Learning, Gravi- 
ty and Reaſon of Ds Pleſſy, Gratins, Amiraldue,c, who in their 
time were truly honourable,and Modern Writers oa the (ame ſub- 
jet, I cannot but acknowledge my ſelf ſurpriz'd, to find a diſ- 
courſe ſo rav and undigeſted as Fonatb.Clapham's, ventring abroad 
with no leſs title than A Guide to the true Religion ; thereby im- 
plying, either the — what already has been wiit, or 
ſeif-conceitedneſs, that the abilities of none can bettet claim ſo 
great an office : whilt in very truth he has but ſhewu himſelf a 
Novice in the task be hath undertook ; which will but draw the 
eyes of all thoſe Infidels and Hereticks (agaioſt whom be doth ſo 
zealouſly contend) from. peruſing that which carries with it more 
of Reaſon for their Confuration and Convincement, to encountet 
him, a match of much leſs conſequence : ſo that his ignorance be- 
comet their refuge, and his ptoofleſs accuſations,groſs conttadicti- 
ons, and often tautologies, ſtrong grounds for a- confirmation in 
their teſpecti ve perſwehons: and if that which be terms Chriſkias 
Religion had no bettet Champion than he ſcems to be, nor more 
Zeal to (affer whatever comes, than Reaſon to defend it, he may 
as well turn Few, Tt or Heatben ; 2s manife(HMy he hath Precby- 
terian, Independent, Epiſcopal : but left I may be cenſured for con- 
demaning that in him which I allow in my ſelf, vg. bare Aſſettions 
without a proof, I (hill deſcend to the examining of thoſe parti» 
culars, waich may maſt.deſerve our conſideration, 7X 


(6) 


Set, 2. 


In his Epiſtle to the Reader, which muſt not flip my obſervati- 
on, he much bewails the preſent ſlate of the Churches of Chriſt in theſe 
Kingdoms, who for many years (he layes) bave bren diſtratted : but 
I'le refer it to thy judgment, Reader, whether this new Guide be 
little better, who dates to call difftratted people, Chriſtian Churches, 
or Chrift's Churches diſfrafted : Pax! bore another record, when 
he deſctibes the Church of Chrift vir ſpot, wrinkle or blewiſh : 
but whilſt he would ſeem to allow many difſenting parties the title 
of Chriſtian Churches, it muſt be remembred he elie would have ex- 
cluded himſelf from being other than an Infidel, who 8s occafion 
ſery'd, bas been of four ; yet how palpable « contradiction this 
will be, not only to the Scripture, but the defign of bis whole Diſ- 
courſe, may appear upon the peruſal of its latter part, where he nor 
only adviſes all to acquieſce in the preſent conſtitution of the 
Church of England, but ſeems to lay it as a charge upon the reſt, 
pleading ſtrongly (as be thinks) for their complyance, not conſi- 
deting it they equally deſerve the name of Chriſtian, they conſe- 
quently are independant ; and ſince he doth allow the one to be 
no more Chtiſtian than the others, why any ſhould impoſe upon, 
or in joyn obedience from its Siſter-Churches, I cannot find any 
thing in ſound Reaſon or Scripture to warrant it 2 to mend, or ra- 
ther marr the matter, he in ſo many words, calls thoſe very Chur. 
ches he own'd for Chriftian in one page, 4 reproach ro the Chriſtian 
Religion, and infemoxs through the world in the very next ; but bow 
infamous his expteſſion is, I beſeech thee, Reader, to obſerve, that 
dares expoſe fuch fooliſh and irreverent terms to publick view, cal- 
ling what's Chriſtian, infa, or rather what's infamous, Chri- 
ſtian; metbinks he ſhould better have conſuſted his own teputi- 
tion, fance haviog been a Miniſter to moſt of them, bis ſhare has 
not been (mall in their reproach and infamy. F 
He marches on withour fear, wit or wiſdom, telling us, the in. 
tendment of his Book, « to belp again ſt theſe evils, and to direlt 190ſt 
who ave apt to miſcarry through occaſion of diverſity of opiniens, and 
wayes found amongit ws. But how improper this Magiſterial Guide 
is to duect three Nations Which of theſe many waycs they ought 


* 
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to walk in, will appear, if we conſider the wavering of his own 
mind, who as it conſiſted with bis intereſt, has been alvayes ready 
to welcome every new Power with a leading complyance; and if 
none Would mote concern themſelves for bis preſent opinion,than 
be has for his paſt, bis inconſtancy would not deceive them in his 
eſpouſing the next Conſtitution that may come. 

And that IM not be miſtaken in my conjeQures of the occa- 
fon of this Treatiſe, reade but a little further and thou wilt find 8 
confirmation in his own words, who does not only account thoſe 


the be/F Chriſtians, himſelf, which beve through all theſe great Revo. EVR 5. 
lution; which have been anvougit ws, have exerciſed iber Zeal for the 7. 


maintaining the fundamental Dotirines of the Goipel, and Practice and 
Power of Gedlanefs, even to a degree of Compliance but has confidence 
ad on it as big judgment, that ſuch ſhall appear che moſt <pproved 

judicious Chriſtians unto alk. I hall ſay little more in this 
place, than refer him to ſuch Epiſcopalians as Rood faithful to theit 
Churches conſtitution, during his compliance with Prezbjter, In- 
dependent, Cc, and to the reſentments of thoſe parties, now be is 
become Prelazicat, And thus much for his Preface, 


Seck. 3. 


His Porch I cannot find to hold the leaſt proportion ot harmo- 
272 almoſt any part of his confuſed building; for he tells uss 


buſineſs of Religion « tbe gr and concernment al of us are ſent Book, 
into the maridto wind, and therefore God hath in the framing of man's Þ+ 1+ 


naiure laid ſo der an inyreſſion thereof in , that there u ns Nation 
fo barber ou5 and iniumanc but doth place this emongit the greateſt mat- 
ters they judge themſelves to be intereſſed in. Lis not my diſpoſition 
to cavil at (cams, and therefore (hall avoid the occaſion he prevents 
me, and rather take his matter as expreſt. 

If God Eternal in the creation of Man, and iffufion of his ſoul, 
gave bim that capacity (for bat elſe can that impreſſion ſiguifie) 
whereby be might know and comprehend ſo much of that Divi- 
vity by which he Was made, as to live ip due and holy confor- 
mity to his divine pleaſure manifeſted therein ; what means bis 
many Exclamations againſt the Quakers Light, as natural and in- 
Gicient, fince his very Words denominateh this of God 2 Nor 


2 
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can be (I ſhould think) ſo much forget his Catechiſm, #5 not to te- 
member and acknowledg the leaft Ray of that Immenſe Fulneſs of 
glorious Light ſupernatural and perfeR ; beſides, it were to repre= 
ſent the All-wiſe moſt indilcreet, in communicating unto Man 3 
proportion of his Spirit to no purpoſe ; if then, it will become us 
bettet to eſteem, both of what he hath impreſt, and of the end 
for which he did beftow that heavenly favour ; what remains, but 
thoſe Inconveniences Which bave, do, and will attend the world, 
riſe from the over-looking its dictates, and giddily following the 
blind imaginations and groundleſs conjectutes of we know not 
who, transferr'd to us from preceding generations : Nor will it 
ſerve the turn of any to reply, That whatever ſufficiency this might 
once have had, it bzcomes now invalid by tranigteſſion: For though 
ic will be cafily granted that Man's Rebellion againſt the Divine 
Capacity or Light, has plung'd him into all the dark and confuſed 
ptacticet, with which the world is ſo univerſally infeted, and be- 
comes thereby ſo entirely lea vened into the nature of the wicked. 
one (not minding the ſolid and weighty things of God, which 
moſt concern his eternal peace, but rather ſporting away his pte- 
cious time in the variety of delights, expoſed to the enjoyment of 
his ſenſe) yet to afficm that irs vertue is loſt, or thereby can be 
rendred more inſufficient to puide Man in all his performances, 
than when firſt beſtow'd upon him, is to ſay, that becauſe « lewd 
Son will not take his Fathers good advice, therefore it was not 
the Son's rebellion, but the inſufficiency of the Father's counſel ; 
or, becauſe a Servant has not improv'd the Talent given him by 
bis Lord, bat conceal'd it in a napkin, therefore *ewas no Talent, 
or through the careleſneſs and idle practice of the Servant, bis 
Lord's Talent loſt the — r I ſhall confeſs 
bis negligence might more indiſpoſe his mind to an induſtrious 
imploying of his Stock; but that it ſhould thereby loſe its vertue, 
nature, and capacity of increaſe, can by no means be admitted, 
becauſe incongtuous both to _— and good Reaſon — He 
that tells man his thoughts, and the purpoſe of his heatt, this is 
the Lord of Hoſis. But I (hall ſee how this and what follows will 
conſiſt. | 


Si, 
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| Set, 4. 
Although the beginning of bis ſecond page is manifeſtly 

ſite to big owe Aſſertions, and 414 a further nnd of 


my former Section; yet ſince I am confident he never meant it 
ſo, it may be tequiſite to preſent thee, Reeder, with a Confutation 


ia his own words : But & it & a thing all de profeſs themſelver inte- Pag. 2, 


reſſed in, ſo there's nothing tn all the world men are at greater difference 
þ , ſome jaking up eng Religion, ſome another, 4. 77 themſelves 
beſt, one ſerving 


„anner Dagon, ſome thi Sun, others the Moon Set ps, 


or Stars, Cc. If he would place the variety of Religions on the 3. 


inſufficiency of that inftin& or impreſſion mentioned in bis fuſt 
page, & ſo imply a neceſſityof ſomthing farther to ict Man in that 
which may be pleaſing ynito Cod, then will it manifelily follow,thar 
the capacity given of God could pot diſcern nor rightly diſtinguiſh 
betwixt that Eternal, Lividg 4nd Omnjpotent God, from hence 
it came, and Baal, Dagon, Sun, Moon or Stars; which very groſs 
abſurdity I hope none will have the confidence to aſſert : But fur- 
ther, to repute the authority of this impreſſion, pray let theſe words 
of his have but the Readers configeration (viz.) — ſome of one Re. 
ligion, ſome of another, as pleaſes chemſelver beſt, Can a more Uni- 
veiſal Anſwer be returned, or Catholick Reaſon rendred, to evince 
the vetity of the Quakers — 2 to the intelligible World > for 
what has been the original of thoſe great Debates, Contentions and 
Religious Duels through the World, but SELF? which being Gl 
impatient to be tayight, and porting leſs abitious to be-wiſe, hath 
ever been the ground of thoſe DiftrsGions, aovd Womb that hath 
brought forth thoſe monſtrous and miſhapen Births, ſo common 2 
mongſt the ſons of men; and, as the fallible ſpirit of a man, or 
ſelfith part could not — a nature different from its own, 
(which ever has been ſubje@raflutuation and incertainty) ſo has 
_ thejx ctoſs and various apptebenſions in the zealous proſecution of 
' them, been like the inipetuous billows of a raging Sex, that have 
diſht etch againſt the otber to their irtecoveradle ewndring in the 
' Ocean of eternal. miſery ; whereas if Mankind in that flilneſs, apd 
xeverent patience becoming a cteatute, had but waued on the great 
Creator of al] things, according to that impreſſion. and meaſpre of 
bes Spirit befto'd upon bim, to * and guide hin i tb we)l- 


* 
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pleafing path of Righteouſneſs, be doubtleſs had receiv'd ſuch in- 


fallible inſtructions, 2s ſhould have freed him from thoſe othet- 
wiſe inextricable diſquifirions, and knotty intanglements bis dark 
inventio nti ud ſelf-cxalted opinions have perplext the World 
withal, 


See, 5. 


Ins the ſame page he goes on thus; How greatly then doth it bebeve 
Tautol.s every one to makg A Wiſe choice of that God be imtends to ſerve, and of that 
+" Reli gion he mean; to profeſs in the world, and to live and dic in it. In 
re pag. 5. he thus tautologizes (a fault I find him very often guilty of, 
r6,18,22 With many other groſs improprieties whilſt he condemns the Q 

kers for illiterate) te chaſe delibratly what God we will ſerve, or that 
Nui gion we will profeſs, and then to labour to be eſtabliſhed therein ſo as 
by no ftorms of tempt ations we be removed, — Will any God ſerve? 
a very large and Libertine admonition : but be ſuddenly repre- 
hends bimſelf (the following lines of the ſecond page flatly with- 
ſtanding that latitude of ſerving any God ) for ſays he, frf# cbuſe 
the true God; and the rather becauſe mans eternal bappineſs or miſery 
depends thereon: — alas for bim that has elected any God, or has by 
this giddy Guides incouragement choſen what Religion be would 
profeſs, with a fix't reſolution that no ſtorms ſhould remove him: 

hat contradiction is here? Can be be eſteem d a wiſeCounſellor 
that adviſes to an undertaking, which by his own acknowledgment 
(hall never have a proſperous ſucceſs > Surely his Fee was vety 
ill deſerv'd; and much better were it to have no Religion, but live 
inſenſible of all, than ro become a vety Zealot for a falſe one: nor 
i8 this the only contradiction of the like nature, s the Chapter of 
his Coptradichi ions will more largely manifeſt, 


| Set. C. 


Tam now come to tuke a view of his Propoſition, or Ba, on 
which dis whole Diſcourſe is grounded, vis. Thet it s 4 great point 
of wiſdom, to maky « right charce of that Religion he meant to take wp, 
4 nh * . that be intends to live and dye in, and to ven- 
ture dun fru Salpation upon, ws 

Since Pu. who very well knew the find of God, bas left it as 
the Spirit's record in the Scriptures, Thet the * — 

owet 


— — 
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hnownth ne man, but the Spirit of God; and looking on the true Re- 
ligion to be what he intends by theſe following 2 The 
Myſteries of Ged's Kingdew ; ly things ; Hidden mi ; ie 225 
Re ion from all Imquity ; All things to become new Te be dead 2. 7, ch. 
with ( brift to the World, and riſen with bins to ſech the things that 4.1. Fob. 
are above ; in ſhort, By the revelation of the eternal Spirit, —— Jo 1. 
the deep, and bebold the ous things of God, ſo is thereby to be = 
tranſlated from Darkyeſs, into his mott glotious Kingdom of R- 7ir.2.13. 
teonſneſs, Peace, and Foy in the Holy Spirit] I can by no means ſub- 2 Cor-5. 
ſcribe my aſſent to this Guide's Propoſition, That Man with bis "7 — 
talleſt wiſdom, diſtinct from that Light, or pure capacity, the Qa 3 
ker: iſſum God has enlightned and inveſted all men with, is able to 
wade ſecurely into the depths of Divine Myſteries, nor allow bim 
that Arbitzinw of working out ip his own Rrength, time and m- 
diums, the knowledge of the true Religion; much leſs can I con» 
cur with bis eſteeming any Wiſe, is rightly chuſing what Religion 
they wonld imbrace, ſince it doth not limit him to what is true, in 
which the choice can only be called right: but rather ſeems to 

ive him the liberty of chuſing where he will, in which no cle» 
Nin ought to be judg'd true or wiſe, And leſt I may be here 
cenſur'd by the Author of this Diſcourſe under my examination, 
let bim peruſe not only bis Argument, but bis 14th Page, where 
he afficms a neceſſity for a man, to be of ſome Religion ; which by 
the following matter is manifeſt, as well as from the words them- 
ſelves, the excecding ſpice given in the ſcarch and eſpouſing of « 
Religion; yet however neceſſary be has made it there, and what 
liberty ſoever he has granted, it s his advice in the 26th Page, to de 
it wiſely, left you be deluded, there being ſuch diverfieigs of Religion 
and ſo many faiſe net in the world, you bad nerd beve. your ch 4. 
bout you, erring berein will nat fland with the ſafety ef your ſouls ter» 
ual happineſs or myſery depends upon it : Which at es Rirong]y, (or 
elſe I know not what Argument means) againſt the choice being 
right in 4»y Religion, and that it only can be ſo in imbracing. the 
true one, let him but peruſe his 17th page, and tell me if be doth 
not find this among the many other contradictions that the Ops 
non or Dream, that every man may be ſaved in bus own Reli ' 


on, f be 

be true to it i more becoming Turks thas Chriſtians, I muff confeſs 17. 

have not met of late in any * With ſuch palpable chf; 
2 


Peg. s. 
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and can iſſure thee, Read, I do avoid, for brevity's ſake, the te- 
cital of much more I might inſtance iv.» What Superſtructure it's 
poſſible for the beſt Artiſts to erect, on a Foundation ſo imperfeR 
and unſound, he need be no exact Architectutiſt to determine : 
but notwithſtanding his miſtake in his way to the true Religion, be 
may prove Guide ſufficient to = many following errors & defelii. 

f > 
I ſhall 2 little inſiſt upon his ſecond Chapter, the head is this: 
Shewing wherein the wiſe chuſong ones Religion [ys and ali concurring 


tradictory diſtinction betwixt Natural and Divine. Not that I 
ſhall not allow them to be tetms proper in their place, but very 
improper where he puts them: Let me perſwade thee, Reader, to 
dh tially the Confuſion; I have to do with one who 
characters himſelf a Chriſtian, and not a profeſt diſciple of the 
Heathen Ariſtotle; and I ſhould therefore think it may become me 
beſt (as it had him) to uſe ſuch. a ſound form of words as are wir- 
ranted by, and laid down in the Scriptures of Truth: and that he 
with all othets may know how far the Quakers are on all occaſions 
ready to bring their Principles to be tried by that which the Spirie 
there declares, I (hall expoſe both his and theirs to the judgment 
of them, and leave thee, Reader,to determine Which holds the grea- 
teſt harmony thetewith; although the. contradiction of bis — 

words 


| I 
words might have been conſutation evident enough. 
Religion is by Famer, a Prophet of the moſt high God, thus de- 


fined : Pure Religion and endend before God and the Parker, is this, Ig. © 


to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in thrir affliftion, and to keep himſelf 


—— the world, Alſo, to believe, 26 Paul has it, in thy beart, Rom. 15, 


confeſs with thy tongue, in, and tothe Lord Jeſu. Or, 18 he bath s. 


it in another place, to wit, A ſubjelhiov and obedifuce to that Spirit, x;,  , 5 


Light or Grace manſeſled from God to all mes, traching them that de- 12. 
ning ungodlineſs and worldly [nfts, they ſhowld live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this p_ world, Taking theſe paſſages for the clear 
and compleat fignification of that term Rel: gion (a5 1 (hall till ſome 
more ample be produced)and not the whimfical conjectures of men 
from their wreſting of the Scriptures, patcht upinto a formal Creed 
by their eclipſt underſtandings, as this Guide muſt not deny, if he 
will own Scripture; then will it conſequently follow, that no man 
can be truly filed Religrow, from 2 natural infltin& or cauſe : for 
fince the one and true Religion, or Primitive, is divine, Regie or 
the Relative muſt neceſſarily participate of the ſame Divine Na- 
ture ; and if by Natural Conſcience, he means Reaſon abſttictive- 
ly,the Relative cannot amount to more than Rational ; for as what 
1s hmply Animal cannot generate what's Rational, ſo is it altoge- 
gether impoſſible : for what is bat fimply Rational to produce what 
18 Spirit nal: nor can Iunderftand how he will ſecure himſelf from 
groſs imperttnency in nominating Man a Relrgiows creature from 1 
natural inſtin& ; or to affert any thing but what is divine, can ict 
Man to worſhip a Divinity; How far he may, to ſave himſelf, ex- 
tend the ſignification of natural, I know not; but if he means it in 
the ſenſe Paw! often us d it, methinks the very letter of the Scrip- 
ture ſhould have barr'd bis unſuitable expreſſion; for, ſaith that 
Apoſtle, The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of Gods, 
nevther can be, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, But if he will 
take Natura git, pro generatione vi vent ium five aninmalium, id oft, 
natrvitate : or, if he rather will accept it in the ſenſe of him they 
call D:v4ne Seneca, that it imports a Deity, ot Divine Reaſan 
ſown in all parts of the world, be would do well to let us know ; 
for the incongruity of his Aſſertion with good ſenſe lies very pal- 
pable : He turther confirms his opinion of the univerſality of that 
(by him call'd Narera ) Jaftin#, with his Parenthefis, as we ſee 


(14) 
in all Nations of the Earth, much more when be is furt bær ſtirred 7 by 
« Divine Inflistt, I mult confeſs to the univerſality of it; but how 
diſguiſ'd it is through the various trims of mens Inventions, and 
fore-fathers idle Traditions, a perſon never ſo little ſpritualiz d 

may ſee, andeakily diſcty the notorious foppery of moſt proſeſſi- 

ons; the cauſe of which vniverſal darkneſs has been the Nations 
ſacrificing theit judgements to the implicite Faith of their de- 

ceitſul Prieſts ; who have been and are a Monopoly to the Souls 

and Bodies of the whole Creation. And what he ignorantly calls 

+ In this the farther ſtirring of a divine inſtinit, is not a difference from the 
only can former in reſpeR of its nature or quality, but meaſure or degree, t 
: — I have the longer infifted on this particular, becauſe mate- 
21 rial, as well to detect his weakneſs and grand inability to the work 
judge, ( he forwardly has undertaken, as from his own expreſſions to eluci- 
the wil date and maintain the Quakers Principles to be Orthodox: al- 
%“ thoughit was againſt them be mainly did defign bis Bock; but 
wich what ſucceſs the end will manifeſt. I ſhall juſt hint upon 

his three branches into which he bas ſplit the firſt act of his EleRi- 


p. 10,* on. (1) He adviſes to take A particular view of the Principal Doftrines 
and Miſteryes of Faith, and duty of Godlineſs taught in the Scriptures ; 
but doth not tell us by what infallible Expoſitor we ought to peruſe 
them, that might unfold thoſe Myſteries he ſpeaks of (which im- 

ly a dubious, intricate and obſcure ſenſe ) he meas the In- 

tin& before-mentioned ? I fear he is ſcarce ſo Orthodox, or will 

he have us give our own conſtructions as qaar 4 preſent themſelves 
al 


to our natural underſtanding, or muſt we walk by the Crutches of 
ſome Commentators; for if he will at laſt ſend all to the Scriptures, 
or cap propoſe no better Expedient to reconcile theſe Breaches, 
and heal thoſe Religious Jars,tban that which through mens blind- 
peſs ( and for want of the infallible Spirit which guides all in the 
Truth that receive it, and tte ſubjected thereunto ) has been the 
very riſe and ground of them, the world will little be beholding to 
this Guide. 

p His ſecond Branch adviſes to diſcern the verity and certainty of 
ts thoſe Doftrines that be may venture his ſoul upon thei, us if twere 
poſſible a man could take a particslar vie of the principal Doftrines 

and Duty of Godlineſs, and not diſcers both Certainty and Verity, 
His third is like his ſecond, that 4 wan wat know the excellency 


[ergo] 


( x5 ) 
gud rep 
ſee their excellency, $ Prieſt-hike has he ſporld paper, in ſayi 
the ſatne thing in differiog expreſſions (ts in the cale of the hour: 
glaſs) that he may hold our, * | 


Ac the ſecond, he goes on thus; Aſter the wnderſianding doth thay F. LI. 


preſent the true Religion before u in the certainty, glory and excel- 
e —.— next wi for the wil ren F- 5 that I am e- 
h to profeſs whatever diſ races, reproaches, loſſes, perſeentions 1 
my ent. But beſides his putting man upon A e. inſti- 
gating him to tun and ſtrive of himſelf ( A Rate the Scriptures de- 
clate Mull never enter, becauſe unlewful) and points bim not to 
ſuch a Guide as can infallibly direct unto the true Religion, he his 
been ſo very bad an example for conſtancy, that he and his fellow. 
Temporizers have tumbled more into a ſnexking Conformity, and 
downright Atheiſm, than all their Prayers, Preaching, Printing, 
will ever regain without « miracle on both, 

His third act is little more than « repetition of the former (4 
— is very guilty of, as my marginal in ſome place doth ob- 

e. 
$A, 9. 


His third Chapter chiefly conſiſts of conſiderations, te evidence P. 14. 


i « principal point of wiſdews for 4 man to wake a right choice of that 
Religion bs — profeſs : 2 firſt is drawn from the neceſſity of a 
mans being of ſome Religion : indeed I cannot underfiend whet- 
fore he ſhould be ſo often eirneſt in prefſiag men to be of ſome Re- 
ligion, ho plainly tels them in ſeveral other places there's no Sal- 
vation out of the true one ; unleſs he thinks the imploying their 
Talent to the ſervice & adoration of a falſe god, be more excuſable 
then to worſhip none : but to inforce this conſideration, he doeg 
— Quaker: the advantage of farther inflancing a proof for them, 
and a 

Man are ſuch Pincipler of Religion ingraven on bim that cannot 
be razed owt, that bave tanght the very Heat bens to worſhip a Deity— 
Come judge impartial Reader, betwixt this Guide and the ſo much 
condemned Quakers, who-has bete repeated what be bad before 
acknowledged; with this material addition, ib connect be razed 
1 gladly be informed, whether, if be allows . 
| that 


{a himſelf : ſays be, i» the very frag of the Nature of P. 17. 


Pag.16 


ſo doth he manifelt himſelf exceeding bold, 


( x6 ) 4 
Cod to have created and formed man in body, ſoul and \pirit that 
i be not reaſonable to conclude no other could inveſt Man with 
Religious Principles, and 2 propenfity to worſhip a Deity ? and 
cin it be admitted by avy ſober perſon, the Principle God hath 
beſtowed on man ſhould be natutal, and yet religious; impet- 
fect, and yet the gift of God? ſurely there can be none ſo dim- 
ſighted as not to diſcern theſe very groſs conttadictions: for if 
God bas impreſt on man ſuch a Religious Principle, to teach him to 
adore a Deity (which muſi be bimſelf, or elſe it would not anſwer 
the end for which it was given) What is it leſs than to declare that 
God hath diſtributed unto every man ſuch a proportion cf his pure 
Spirit, and mealute of his Grace, as might enable bim in thought, 
word and deed to perfarm that good, that acceptable and perfe& 
will of God ? and that the ground of thoſe diviſions in Religion, 
fallibility in Judgement, cruelty in Diſpoſition, and all other 
Abominations that like a deluge overflow the World, is not the 
Inſufficiency of that Divine Principle, but from neglecting and 
diſregarding the Righteous Dictites and InftruRtions of it: And 
let him not deny it to be the ſame it was, who bears this Teſtimo- 
ny that It cannot be razed owt, (0 deeply (is it his opinion, is well as 
truth) has the infinicly divine Sculpter ingraven the chatactets of 
his eternal Law on the hearts of all Nations, that no time or alte- 
ration amongſt men can poſſibly oblicerate or deface ĩt. 
His ſecond Conſideration is from the many Religions which are in 


the World, as HeathoniſmsMabonct aniſm, Jadai ſ and Cbriftianity : 
But in his laſt be ſums vp the many Secte and Perſvahons that 


commonly ate uon therein : he bas divided them into (ach as 
diff:r docttinally or cixcumſtantially ; and thoſe which err fun- 
damentally : The firſt are Lutherans, Calviniſli, Arminians, Ana- 


* baptiſts, Epiſcoparians, Prechyterians, Independents, ce. to whom 


he boldly allots Salvation, But how far his Sc. may concern us, 
he in 1 few lin:s after particularly lets us underſtand, Wherein be 
has not more expreſt bis Cunning than his Cowirdiz:; for as he 
is willing to allow all thoſe Perſwaſions to be Chriftian, who are 
maoſt likely to have the Civil Pover in their. hands, (that come 
any of thoſe ſeven, with bis large Cc. be hopes to ſecure bimſelf 
piieſt of #ramplagem, without being conan for 22 

in fghtiog ſuch for 

n 


— 


— — u 


(7 
Infidels and Hereticks, as either cannot or will not p̃tictiſe ex- 
eternal violence on thoſe Powers that protect ſuch Caterpillers); 
and that he may the better infhnuate, he ventures at this junctute 
of bis plenty to own his quondem Brethren in their adverſity, cal - 
ling them all Children ot the ſame Father, dreſt up in different 
babits; but that his #ardrobe was better furniſhed than the teſt is 
evident, from his variety and change, yet more penurious, for that 
he never wore a Coat, he has not turn'd, 

His laſt conſideration I rather call the ſequel of the former, 


Becauſe, (aith he, if one ſhowld happen of the true Religion, be would p. 18, 


never be true unto it, wnleſs be took it wpon ſuch a Right Choice as be- 
fore was ſpoken of. 
What Choice of Religion he has made, or what Argu- 
ments he has uſed to confirm it, I ſhall refer unto thee, Reader : 
But fain I would entreat this Gi once to be ſerious with him- 
elf, and ask his heart if ever it had ny? and whether it has not 
through all Revolutions diſcover'd it ſelf very deceitful and un- 
ſound > Alas, why will he thus nakedly expoſe his Ignorance and 
Hypocrifie to publick cenſure, unleſs he would confeſs > filing a 
Conformity to the Conſtitution of the Church of England, a Right 
Choice of Religion, methinks it had been rather his diſcretion to 
be ſilent, contenting himſelf with his Stipendium or Hire, and 
hiding his Inabilities in the Ruſticity of his own Patiſh ; for he 
muſt be a very Child that does not ſee his weakneſs and temerity, 
that comes abroad reeling and interfering through every Chapter 
of his Treatiſe ; nor is his impudence leſs condemnable,who takes 
upon him to encourage others to Fidelity, that has bimſelf ever 
relinquiſh'd that perſwaſion which bas ſank under the growing 
— 4 ne opinion ; and this is ſo notorious, that though I 
ave reſerved the relation of his carriage for another place, jet I 
could not let theſe expreſſions ſlip my Animadvetſions. 


Sell. 10. 
The buſineſs of his fourth Chapter is to invalidate the Religions 


profelt by Heathens, Juri and Jews ; "and upon better grounds to p 29,39 
extol the Chriſtian, It's far from me to juſtifie the opinicns or 31,32. 


practices of thole acknowledged Jufidelr, but I muſt alſo ſay, If 
the Chriitian Religion bad no bettet Defendants, ind its Adver- 
ME > {antes 


* — —— — — — — 


(19) 
— I ſhall not object zgaioft the long - ſufferĩng of God to- 
wird the ſons of men, who waits that they might return aud not 
de conſumed ; and till they are reform'd from their groſs dnkneſs, 
they will not only live (bur as enemies too) emongt the true Cir - Gal 
cumcifion, and thoſe who worſhip God in ſpirit ; but how an im- 4. 
ifiry of perfe&ion in ſuch as do believe, can be argued fm 

the ecknowledg'd imperfection of thoſe who never knew the blood 
of ſprinkling, 2nd arc not come to Jeſus the Srviout from all ipi- 
quity, will ſcarce bold any agreement with the very reſemblance 
of Reaſon, I well know, that if the world conſiſted of t thouſand 
men, and but one hundred of them were ſeparated from irs untigh- 
teouſnefs, or had imbrec'd that pure Religion which keeps un- 
ſpotted, the whole World cannot be efteem'd perfett, fince the 

eater number cemains Ide; however, that which is Spiritual, 

18 as certainly peyfet?, as that which is carnal is rneperfelt : but to e 
| Infinuate the neceſſity of imperfeRion in the particalar, from the orum ca- 
allowance of it in the general; or to deny it attainable by ſome, dem eft 

becauſe of the confeſt improbability of being attain d by all, is falſe 
and ſophiftical : For though all the individuals of mankind may 
not probably be perfeR, yet ſince the powers, faculties and nature 
of mankind 1s as well in the ;ndividual . the ſpecies (there being 
a poſſibility of his periection) the capaciry is in all, 

And for thoſe tivo expteſſions of Scripture quoted by him, the 
both are wrefted beyond their genuine ſenſe : I can allow the 
of men to know but in part, and not ſubmit to his impetfect ap- 
ptehenſions; for not to mention many Scriptures, nor tediouſly 
to argue, there is a Perfection which conſiſts in an entire ſeparaci- 1 
on from the pollutions of the World, as abſolutely neceffary and — 
congenious to the ſecond Adam i ftate, or qualification of & true a gue, 
Chriſtian; and a Perfection relating to that more ample and e- 
ternal enjoyment of all divine knowledg and celeſtiil raviſhment, Ne 
when theſe earthly tabernacles (hall be diſſolv d: I ſhall in horr — 
ſay, that as this place was urg'd to overthrow the docttine of Per- 
fection, and conſequently infiquate that popularly pl opint. 
on of fin for term of life, ſo could be never have f a more 

eſs parable to vindicite it by. If Chriſt's interpretation ought 
to be of moſt authority, which is this ; The Field's the World, the 
Good Sted are the Children of the Kingdom, but the Tares ave the 

8 2 Children 


( 20 

Children of the wicked-one, he will be greatly diſappointed of his 
end, which alſo the very Parable refutes from the nature of the 
Tares and Wheat: for as I have already ſaid, if be will not argue 
an imperfeRion to Belic vers, from that which is already granted to 
{{ubelievers, thete needs no more diſpute about the matter; but if 
by a confeſt non-perfeRion in that greater number of Tres, ot 
unrighteous men, he therefore will conclude there is no perfe& 
Wheat. or godly men, this were to contradict the expreſs end and 
very purpoſe of the Parable : but ſince the nature of the beat 
admits no mixture with the T ares parabollically, it follows really 
that the Children of the Kingdom ſhould have no relation or fel- 
lowſhip with, but be ſeparated from the nature of the wicked one, 
and converſation of his children, which is more puxticularly con- 
firm'd in thoſe places where tis ſaid, He which finneth « of the 
Devil, but be that is born of God ſunneth not, becauſe the Seed of God 
abideth in him: As is the begetter, ſo is the begotted. It may be 
further obſerv'd, that into the Kingdom, of which they are called 
Children or Inhabitants, other places will not allow an entrance 
for any thing that is unclean or makes a lye: nor is it congruous 
with Scripture and common ſenſe, the ſame Temple ſhould hold 
God and Mamon, Chriſt and Belial, or that any can witneſs a being 
dead, and crucified with"Chrift, whilſt living in that which has no 
ſhare in him. And though he would imply a Salve or Defence for 
the admiſſion of all ſorts to Sacraments ( ſo call'd) under the noti- 
on of the Field's being the Church, yetif be well obſerves it is 
call'd the World, out of which the Church of Chriſt, both as to 
Doctrine and Converſation, was alwayes gathered; n 
thoſe Heatbens, Turks, Fems, c whom he would exclude, muſt be 
members of his Church;) and whilſt he would intrude Tares or the 
whole rabble of unrighteous petſons, is members of ChriſtsChurch, 
be has forgot the Teſtimony born by the Apoſtles concerning that 
ſpotleſs, blamleſs, and peiſect Body, of which Chriſt Jefus was the 
Head. And if he would from Chrifts words, of letting them alone, co» 
ver his practice of admitting all, as being ignorant, R is « Belie 
ver, (fince none knows, bac in plucking wp the T arc: be may pluck up 
the Wheat alſo) for this Guide's a Latitudinariap) what need hig 
whole diſcourſe for a particular conſtitution ꝰ he might I am ſure 
A let that alone. as knowing it Would be of little ſorce; yet may he 
13 4 tek 
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('2x ) 
better underſtand the paſſage if he pleaſe of Perſecution ; for they 


were known to be Tares, (elſe ho could the ſervant ſay, Sir, did Matth, 


wot thou ſow good Seed in thy Field? from whence then bath it Te 13.27, 


if he had not rightly diſcerned their natute, and that the Wheat 
was to hold no communication in any religious ſort with them? nor 
were they to expreſs ſevetity or force, but (leaving them in ſupet - 
natural caſes to the determination and puniſhment of the great 
Judge) live a ſelf-denying example to the world: — la this (coſe 
Imperfeition is granted, I mean to the carnal and unregenerate ; 
but to the Redeewed of God, and Children of the Kingdom, Per. 
fection. I am now come to the examination of the eſſentials of his 
ſo much recommended Choice. 
Set. 12, 

His firſt Article is, concerning the nature of God, and what of 
him is to be believed by thoſe that would be happy: his words are 
theſe, That there one God, of an infinit perfect and ſpiritual nature, 
ſubſſting in three moſt gloriow perſons, the Father, Son, and Holy- 
Ghoſt ; who « the Makgr, Preſerver, and Governour of all things,and 
intends his own Glory in all bis Works ; That the greateſt concernment 
of reaſonable creatures is to know and acknowledge this God, fear, love, 
adore and glorifie him; and their chiefeit felicity ſtands in his love and 
favour, in fulleſt conformity to bis Image, and in no earthly good ſepa» 
rate from him. 

— Taking the former part of his Definition for granted, to 
wit, the perſeſtion, infinity, and ſpirituality of bis Nature, how ver 
unſuitable herewith is the Religion and ptactice of this Guide, fiti 
in denying that Revelation by which only a knowledge of this glo- 
rious and inviſible Deity can E obtained, which was the Teſtimo- 


ny Chriſt bore concerning him, that v wan kyew the Father but the Aut h. 
Son, and bim to whom the Son revealed bim; ſo that if ſuch Reve- 11. 27. 


lation as gives to behold the Father, ſee his ſhape, and contem- 
plate the excellency of his Nature, be wholly rejected by this 
Guide, methinks it is either arrogancy to intrude into things he 
doth not no; or folly, to tell a tale received from other people 
for infallible truth, without a demonſtration in himſelf, 

Next; If there be no other way to bave communion with this 
invitole God, that thereby the Conformity he talks of may be 
known, ( for being a Spirit, it's prepcſteroas to. imagine a 8 
ledge- 


(22) | 

ledge of him obtainable by other medinmy (then what are ædequite 
to his Divine Nature) but by this Revelation of Himſelf thr 

tis Son Chrift (in us, except we tte Reprobates); it will nece 
fy follow that be mult cither deny Chris Do&trine, or elſe con- 
fels himſelf ignorant of what be writes : and fipce the God be 
would adviſe all to know, fear and love, is that perfect Spirit, 1 
fain would know what Worthip can be termed ſuitable thereunto, 
but the internal aud ſpiritual one? which is #ltogether void of 
thoſe Ceremonies, Formalities, Will-performances, and periſhing 
Obſervations, once uſed as condeſcending ſigns to the weakneſs of 
fome ſceſons, which at this day fills up the Sacrifices, and in which 
ſtands the Religion of thoſe called Chriftrars through the World; 
whoſe ignorance of God's once diſpettng with beggarly elements, 
for their ſakes whoſe underſtandings were vailed and too weak- 
ſighted to bebold at fuſt the glorious Light, has put many upon the 
imitation of paſt generations, though void of their ſpirit, and not 
anſwering the end for which they were then practiſed, vaialy con- 
ceiridg them an offering acceptable to the eternal Spirit, when it 
were as well-pleaſing to preſent a dogg's neck, as anciently was 


_ ſaid, 


What ſhall I hence conclude, but as the Almighty God is a y__ 
45 


.z Fit, ſo cannot he otherwiſe be known ot ſerved ; and ſince he 


required homage from his creatures, and yet's ſo purely juſt as to 
bar expect what be has impow'red them to do, ho abſolutely ne- 
ceſſiry is it that all Worſhip Godwatd ſhould Rand in the ability 
given of bim thereunto, and reaſonable to believe that the occa- 
hon of all the Apoſtacy, Darkneſs, Inventions, and whole variety 
df Forms and Conſtitutions of Religion, has been from the neg- 
le& of that pute ſpiritual capacity, once given of God to aR and 
order them in all things that did concern their duty both to God 
and man, 

As for his ſtrange diſtinction of the Deity, which he inforces on 
the faith of all that value their eternal Welfare, I cannot find one 
Scripture that will bear bim outz and if they had been of ſo much 
credit with this Guide as to have been dy them led into rheir un- 
deniable form of ſound words, he would not have intruded Tra- 
dition for Scripture to the creed of any, but rather have inſerted 
the Text or phraſe it ſelf, whoſe Authority might have commanded 
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an aFent : And it had more become him to give the world a Rea. 
ſon for his requiring a (ubmiffion to, and credence of his Docttine, 
rather chan barely to draw up ſo many Articles, add thus impiouſly 
to. call on all for a ſubſcription as they would be ſaved ; eſpeci- 
ally ſince he cannot but know how Grongly rheſe very points have 
been debated in ancieat Councils, and not leſs controverted by 
modern perſons of Reputation and Learning : Some owning one 
Eternal God, void of all perſonal relations, as Arrius, with many 
Prelates, and ſome Emperors, in former Centuries: F. Socinue, 
L. Socinu, Crelins, Sliftingue, &e. of later dayes. Others con- 
tend for the exiſtence of this Divinity in the relative perſons 
of Father and Son, as e of old, and many in theſe 
times, to ſay nothing of particulars; both which may properly be 
call'd Auts-7rixitarians, of oppoſers of this Guide's Trinity: But 
becauſe the Scriptures do not warrant that divifion into, and ap- 
pellation of three perſons, & that he ſlightly paſſes over this weighty 
matter ; recommending it for an Article of Faith, but never arm- 
ing him wich Reaſons that receives it ſor his defence againſt the 

th and great ſubtility of his Adverſaries ; I here ſhall offer 
him dy way of Query what every ſober perſon would defire ſatiſ- 
faction in before he entertains his principle. 

Query 1, Whether that Eternal and Almighty Being called GOD, 
list mort than one pure and ſimple At ? 

2, Whether He can be ſaid to f. in three Perſons ? 

3. Whether any thing can rightly be called GOD, that i not Inf. 
wite, and without beginning ? 

4. Whether if God did eg 4 Son, that Son had not a beginning ? 
and if the by Ghoft proceeded from beth, whether be was comemnporary 
with the Son, and both co-cternal with God? fince the Begetter pre- 
redes the Begatten, and that the Begetten cannot exift before it is ? 

5. theſe three Parſons are indiſtingu;ſhable er diftinit frm 
the God, and each other, by incommunicable properties ? 

6, Whether if GOD, e the Fulnefs, Perfeltion and Glory of 
a; and that no addition can bs to h Greatneſs and Delight, but what 
wes in bis a Pure and Perfeſt Self from all Eternity, as that one 
pure Act; the ſucceſſive a of thaſe perſonal relations can ſoberly be 
predicated of bins, wnleſs they all ave co-cternal ; which ſeems in ter- 
minis £9 copfave 4 conception, progreſſion and perfethon of the _ 


eelation ? 
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If be will tell me it is a myſterious Point, and therefore did 
forbear a farther diſcuſhon of it, I anſwer, it did the more require 
his explanation; for that I conceive a Religion,or hope, will do a 
man but little good, for which he has not a reaſon in himſelf ; and 
to believe things by rote, is quite as ineffectual as not to believe 
at all: If he (hall ſay, That Reaſon is not to be conſulted or ren- 
dred in this caſe ; I anſwer, That either it's what deſerves ſilence, 
and ſo condemns bimſelf amongſt thoſe fools that will be medliong; 
or it it's to be pried into,then to be underſtood before believed; or 
elſe his three Philoſophical Acts of Election are defeated. 


Sell, 13. 

His ſecond fundamental Principle to be received, runs thug, 
That God made man at firſt in a very holy and happy ftate, from which 
be ſoon fell through Sat ans temptations, and all mankind became plun- 
ged into fin and miſery; that we are all hainous offenders againſt the 
God of Heaven, under bus dreadful wrath, and the curſe of the Law, 
bar d out of Heaven and happineſs, and lyable to eternal torments, if 
not ſpeedily reconciled to God, and pardoned, and by renewing grace 
ſanctiſied and converted; which neither we nor any meer creature 14 able 
to do for us. 

He has here drawn up an Article out of Scripture-Record, but 
never tells us what he has experienced in the matter, confidently 
bidding all embrace and believe it, witbout any farther examinati- 
on of its verity ot conyiction from the Spirit of God, whoſe office 
it is to convince the World of fin. And I ſhall boldly affirm, That 
this forward purting people upon the entertainment of Notions, 
(though of Truth it ſelf ) whilſt the Spirit of the Living God is 
not at work, or moves not on the Waters, is but the forming up 
thit very Righreouſneſs which is the ſecond office of the eternal 
Spirit to convince of, and condemn the World for ; A confutation 
to his own Principles and Practiſes, is apparent in the latter part 
of this ſecond Fundamental; for if they who ate ſantiified. and 
convified are no hainow offenders, then will it reaſonably follow, 
That ſuch as ate bainow offenders ate not ſanctiſed and converted ; 
But this Guide, with all his Tribe', chat are daily crying, 
They de the things they ought not, and bave wo health in them, are 
bainew *ff enders ; therefore they never knew the ſaving health of 
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penſbly to be embraced by all : He us, te lar 
Ces ef God: And in 29 dot fer Sofa, un 
as for (rom quettioning Chrrft's — a 71 to apt 
and rejeR his praiſe, ir-cartying manifeſt oppofition ro ir ſelf, 
A little farther, he ſayes, A= the Faber deſignation of the Son, 
be voluntarily wadgrt ooh, the O of «a Saviour, ts & what af ity 
follows on the brbalf of 4s mankind. If the ther did ap- 
oint the don, than "Twas not voluntary, or tn A ſpri from 
own u (for chat v the ftrift and true fignificanion of it) 
but the Fathers; — — Chriſt was not the = 
but the eſſect of Gods love to man, which contradifts the 
of that fatiafation many | have conceived themſelves ſecure — 
incereſlet iu. 
But decenſe this Dofrine has bees much conticrened,and that 
the World of — — ire berting hard hereupon, accord. 
ing to their query (a as the one ly dine I 
hall a lictle 4 matter, r it to this Guide to dit 
wato the” mon Toe For barely to Jay down « Do&rine, 
without the leaſt proof; onal, 29 Tse bone but would 
de rather forward to yer it (though i in meaſure true 2 
void of « Reaſon to maintain it. He ſayes, That Chriſt took, upo 
bias our font, and bat given bimſelf 4 Sacrifice ; or in other 2 
hes (atisfied the juſtice of the Fa r diſpleaſed with man- 


Query. 2. rte. 


no meer Creature can) Then, 

q. 2. Whether this deer not ſplit the Wnity of the G 7 chick 
(ceyes this Guide) is the ſame in Father and 4 d- 
the 3 r * 
one one 
fer, ebe - hs — f f 


. Whether fines the Gedbead © r is . — 


ihe ., , ths Son . FI the 
T9 1187+ yo SCF C1 150 


——— . — * 
eee in i appoiated f 
— Bao lun, . 


(97) 
Primtve!, which priency, is wel Nan 
pris whit pap gy ny 6 ml Hoy 


— 
4 
—— 


x ry mk Golrt - Tiſelved to have 42 

ince 't 
bring of ability, that the ſame Grdbead 
gore ring” 


reaſon, or according re Scripe 


2 


deny an Acquittance, ul to'ther bat fee d the 

ther S in . and [be ſane 
N yo 2 

Q. 7 ber 1 "as fin proper te in 
the Father and Sen, but are one pure and Grabead, 
is the Concept que Prgeſin) duels —— 
Naſeuable and neceſs the Fuſtice Sex ſbenld bave an in- 
finite ſatrifathion -0 fy then the ſane air ta te Pak 


. . aber if 277 ＋ Ge be inte, bis ſatisfaftion 
PP —_— 7 A — 4, 
9 *. or uy an — 
* * te ſatisfie the Tg ure of bis Farber 1 ( 
no te bu v — Þ were [nfl a bis 
falfpling bu F at — ——— toward; the Salva 
af wenn Le phe orig 
"if «God nnd Max, 
| 10. Whether 3 two wedinass be fing!y cnconfiſlent with the Ns. 
ture — — for which they were propeunded, the conjunttion of them 
does net rler at then leſſen the d:ficulty of atchreving it ? 
2 ——— merciful G we revenge 
fol, able to heave bis 1 — 2 owing, 
would taky is 1 want due | 
Q. 12. Whethey is were net more ſuitable to Tr, and Scripewre 
Record, to averd aff dark, conceits, Schoolmens quiddities, and vain 
fjanglings, and to believe, That God was, and is in Chit (who 
— —— — — the World, wr wen, 


— — rec wage yi: his 


Gl Legit, Yarn 


Thou 


. to know the Glory of God in ** C 


bet Chrif 4 — — 15 


ſelf-exalted nat w7 8, ci. 5. _ 


{(W8)) 

« Thad tnu(fhot Ne from my querying thus conclude, We do 
denyſarbe e chuged ny) hole (olorious Three Which brat 
record in Heaven, the Father, Word, and Spirit, neitber the 

lahaun » Blcaoityy Duni e Chad for that we 
nom e i he ty ——— 
do en the Hebel — declating to the hole World, We 
know no other Name, by which Atonement, Salvation, and Plen- 
— —e— Ie by kis — zcceading to out 
weine un thle Nu mighty Porter: hut extber to ſet thee 
— — Religion on the World, od 
— exceeding open he layes iples to the objection of eve- 
zeaſonable-[nquizer x for li be uvdeatakes to dreſs up a Re- 
on that (hall\excel all oH ůνννννν boldly recommends it to (uch 

— teſciv ed. abe. o (one Ralag ion there did accompany 
it ſuch unde nyable evidence, chat than — —.— effe&livtle up- 
on the looſe and diſſolute Atheiſt, 40 oving mind; yet 
queſtions not the good ſucceſs ir nigh x — — Religiouſly 
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as encouragement for any ta embeaes chem, them, 
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" His 1 Cardinal Doctrine I am come to, after which it bad 
been more t, ſome may think, to have inſerted the preceed. 

ing Caution; but ſince this may not give:ſp tuck — luch 
as watch for opportunitigsd6rhiſe thai m — icions, and that 
it might be too me fro — bettet pla- 
nation of which it puspoſely wes mentioned, & have the rather 
placed it here 3 and vom forthe —— tis laſt Fun- 

damental. - ar . 8 

1 — the Lord Foſme Chreft, 3 

ven and in Earth given to him, —— 
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whoſoever is redeamed by Chtitt, is perfect ,, ax all 

his Workr ate prefetd; but 25 this Grade d convention manifcie 

the contrary by his very ren n ſo does bis Book 5: — 
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unclean Spirits) but al ;»quity ; therefore this perſon bas 
109 in ce{ling the — ws fadrtmer, for tuth un- 
perfe& works would very much diſgrace their Author nus is 4 
there any thing fo much Inhdels, und brings a reproach 
pon the Chrittian Religion, ar diſhonour to the Holy Gay: 29 
Pricfts and People, Writing, talking, and fighting bardfon-CaciR 
aa Redermet, Abit — eye finds them a5 pollused, and αα 
engaged in diſhoneſt and immoral practices, 4s thoſe agrnlt whom 
they contend. 

Adr h of. theis fins, ſrall r1f1 on bis death and — 
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by this time Reader, thee art t ſuliciontly convinc'd ehis 
Gade is leadivg thee to a ſtate of petſection, not withſtunling be 
wauldmake thee believe — — for be con< 
clades t dug io lee apoveally and is ic pollebleifor any 
bea(Qa1 1 — is born a and\carn ay 
uanſſated (rom che Kingdom of darkneſs, into the Kingdom of 
Gods matvellous Light, to be ſo entirely di votc d from all; and 
eſpouſed. to Cd 4 N hi ajove ad and — (dich 
icapbes na ies «aan; the Gronge © activity af — Saul) obey 
ents yrs. hve ws. 5 Nandi 
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Aaſhartz if heit Law be imperfect, then muſt 2s Author be 
400g burhbe as putely perfeſt, fomuli big Work or Law 2 And if 
the Law be den is iche abſerves alſo perfect, but the Lay 
and Goſpel 1s prov'd undeniably: petſett tbertiee mult the ob» 
ſerver alſo, And left this Gaide'faauld offer to retort, that none 
can pbſerye ity let h De for me; who-fayes,, We ought not 
y to — obey at, ht web facerity, and perſeverance in 
the cb. Fuad end. Tian corona: opus, The 
oad'd ans lot $1 lH 
15:hic follows op to hit alfe &,- And afierbe ſbaÞ leur fert bas 
Haly Shira, tie Factb and (Converſion in bur Elett; he m 


— again, antb; bis mighty Power ra1ſe the dr ad, and * 
bot 


| | 125 
bed muff bet Readen from my querying thus conclude, We do 
den Narbe bach faldy cb Ag, hole (Glorious Three Which beat 
record in Heaven, the Father, Word, and Spirit, neitber the 
Inkoity, » Bleunityy poll. Divinity of J Check, for that we 


| ,. know bt i be Mleghty ; God what the Fache feat bis Son to 
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ry zcaſonable-[nquizer x for hilt be undeatakes to dreſs np a Re- 
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1 ſuch unde nyabie evidence, that than ghãt might e ſſect little up- 
on the looſe and diſſolute Atheiſt, to H bis moving mind; yet 
queſtions not the good ſucceſs it might have upon the Religiouſly 
inclioed).\bein xcality-hes not brought Brock oe ſolid Argument, 
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His lat Cardinal Doctrine I am come to, after which it bad 
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ing Caution; but ſince this may not give ſy mich ocnahon eo ſuch 
as watch for oppottunitica ds rhiſe itheis.miſty ſuſpicions, and that 
it might de too t moe from tholepadages, \f bettet la- 
nation of which it puspoſely wes mentioned, & hawe the tathet 
placed it here ; and now-fot-the examination of his tis laſt Fun- 
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by this time Reader, thes art t ſulkciontly convinc'd chis 
Gude 1s leading thee to a ſtate of petſection, not withſtuming be 
would make thee believe — — for be tos 
AR io love ad aboveally d is it poor any 
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tanflaced: from the Kingdom: of dathneſs, into the Kingdom of 
Gods awarvellious Light, to he ſo entirely di votc d from all; and 
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ſerver alſo. And A left this Gaide — offer to retort, that none 
can obſet ve ity; let d ον e for me; who fayes,, We ought hot 
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| ich end dead bis Jadgavent, and then ſuch as obey bis Go: 
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ants, 


He has bete jumbled many things of moment up together, ſcraps 
ickt out of more ample diſcourſes. — oon mend ble, 
t not in his abrupt way i cramming and ſuſlung matteti for want 
of toom to open and explain tbemielves to the convincement of 
the underſtanding : and whilſt be loudly does exclaim egainft the 
Qt, for lighting the Scriptures ; who is there found mos 
guilty than himſelf ? that though bis Book treats of pothing leſs 
than ſuch 2 Religion, as be aſſures all muſt imbrace that would be 
ſaved, tis tate be cites one paſſage of them for a confirmation of 
bis very Fundamentals ; He tells us of the neceſſity of believi 
God will ſexd bu holy Spirit, us being otherwiſe void of Fauh 
Converſion, and yet denies the office of the Spirit, which is to 


. reveal the Myſteries of God, and to convert from faln Ada fate 


x Cor, 


to that glorious ſecond Adam i, which never fell; And it be did 
believe in that Eternal Power which raſer frow the drad in treſ- 
paſles, it would be to him according to his teich ; for God's fab. 
fel that hath promiſed : but being wholly. ignoram o Chriſt Jeſus 
the Power, o wonder if he never knew the ReſurreRion, aud the 
Life: And how abſurd it is for one to draw i repreſenration of « 
thing he never ſum, or venture to challenge an zf{ent to what be 
ignorantly has fancied to bimfelf, without one ꝛ0 in- 
duce, ot ſo much us xn Obſesvyntion to explain the icy of bis 
Docttine, I leave the ſober Reader to determine. | 

Thus having endeavoured an  epervation of his four Fandamen- 
tals, I hall haſten to the examining the force of his Accuſations 
ngzinſt my Friends ; but in my way thither I (halls Hale carp my 
eye upon ſome paſſages of r OF a 3s 

© <a 


His ſixth Chapter mainly intends the recommendiag to our con- 
ſidetation ſome religious matters of a ſecondary narure,as a preps- 
tative to Conformity. z for thougiy be ſee ms ro-expreſs a tenderneſs 
towards doubting Conſciences, yet if we follow him #krough his 
Std and 9th Chapteis, it will evidently sppenr, to be no other 
than s more facile and probable way toinfinuate the ſame confor- 
ming ſpirit to the minds of others he Rands branded with — 
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x 
and by bis plex for a Conformity (u Chriſtian ) he palliates his 
ova wicked remporizing, and would rm that 
none y te leſt to accuſe him of I Aud if be were 
the men he pretends hiancif to be, what aceds he buſie hiandelf in 
ſcribling, who bas texderneſs cf he (zycs to everlook; Non-cenfer - 
% and that allows thr Nonconforming-Charches to be Chriſtian; 
Doch he afford the Church of Exglaxd more ? time as be; would 
ae, „ i : 
| | Sul. 17, 

His 7th Chapter is an application of his preceding diſcourſe, 
bringing all Wayes amongſt che Chriſians (ſo called) of theſe Na- 
tions under two, either ſuch an eſtabliſhment, «4 hath the ſanttion 
the Law te warrant and greed it, or thoſe yer ſwan «s are 2Jouſed 
private mes. Reader, thou mayſt be ſure he is not of the laſt ; 
ficſt wears the Cap of Maintenance : but be diſtinguiſhes - 
mongſt thoſe many wayes he fathers on private ſpirits j ſome he 
endites of holding principles that overturn the very Foundation 
of Chriftian Religion, whilſt be more candidly diſmiſſes others 
with the approbation of ſound Fundamentals, although be layes it 
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25 2 home charge, that they ſhould not 77 the uſing ſuch meant 44 Pag. 36 


wight better inform their Schiſmatical 
Church of Englands conſtit ation. 


udgements concerning the 5 7, 


Thoſe great Im or erous Hereticks, whom this Ge P. 18, 


eftcems it « fooliſh charity to flattet with the hopes of Salvation, 58, 59, 
are Papiſts, Socinians and Cuakers, bywhich, be bas at once dama'd 60, 61, 


millions of poor immortal ſouls, however ſtrict, ſerious, and fin- 62, 
cere in hat they knew, through many generations ; whillt if de- 
fectivt, they owe it to the idle, lying, covetous ignorant, and mut- 
dering ſpigit.and pratice of the Priefts, whoſe intereft ic has ever 
deen to inſlave and obſaue the peoples underitaodings, by their 
many curſed. Inventions, and terrifying punilkmeats ; . framing 
and trimmings Religion with ſuch variety of external Ceremonier, 
as probably be(h take and influence the carnabmuliitude,cn- 
„og moſt: (eyere Laws againſt ſuch ,a5-ſhould at any time decty 


TR os 


Lives, Families and Eftates : — It's * dulioelt to apologize 
for Papſtr, 1am not of, their kin; but Wine 
d ave 


| inhietanetice of forward and i 


have been much inferiour to the 2 Rowe (called) Chry- 
ſian j und the Latter greatly tramicemdigg: the: forme: in a (orgs 
of abomination, capable to de invented hy the wickedronex—+ As 
for tus S, I know him to bave wit and bearmmgenongh t 
enconnter a more redoutable Adverſary than mane ; and however 


-poſ'd by perſons indifcreet and incompetent. .. ». + 


wi n 


_ —— 


C HAP. II. 


Apo ſiom reprebendel. 


Set, 1. 

Tis an Art this Guide is curious at, to purchaſe the eſteem of 
ſuch whom his eni{ſcarriatres- may juſthy have incenſ'd;:zr the 
oveltive ſNawgen, on ſuch wi has 
for conſcience · ſake ſtept fide from the eſtubliſht Miniſtry of the 
Nations ; but more eſpecially the Q«akerr,againft whom be ever 
has been bold to write and ſpeak,” beibg withdraws from every 
Form and Conftitution (to wait for = from God, and not from 
ly elements) and thettore made aprey tosltpurever, xgzinſt 
— de knew every hind bas ten NH op, (diltrefſed by, and 
forſaken of all Civit Power) and cbuſe tly ſecure in his un- 
dertaking: He wir hot Nothful uber feet Powers, nor bas be 
been leſs diligent finces 9 toe iekedavies to render 
us i people un WET mer; beldgmorontydefiry- 
[fee to Refrgiob? tymebt : Not e haiker bebis 
gicet of us in pig. Sa ſpeix much ieſs; Whereemveighing ag 
Lede de begins mith us if this Menntr-; of ſhell ondy 4 nftancy im one 


more * 


leaning and ourward accompliſhments ave comternpiible, yet inve 
of therr — ard 22 is their way, — yt — 
the vulgar, art net tobe pait by, viz. the Quakers: Although Qua- 
heriſm cannot properly be called a Sell of Chriſtians, but rather a total 
Apoſtacy from Gs, ; for excepting they have the Name of Chriſt 
in their months, they ſcarce retain any Article of the Chriſtian Faith, 

Reader; thou needſt not be a man ſo very judicious, (although 
our Cauſe; being by moſt peruſed with a prejudiced eye, deſites 
thee to 1 rightly to taſte what the ingredients and in- 
fuſions are that do compoſe this Spirit, who at the very entrance 
manifeſts himſelf thus intoxicated, that he has already over-ſhot 
both verity and good manners ; thereby preparing the minds of 
ſuch as reade him, to entertain bis Falſities rhe moſt he can for the 
diſadvantage ot ut perſons and principles : This front of his Im- 
peachment, calls for my Anſwer in theſe reſpects; (1.) We Rand 
charg'd as to our want of Learning and external accompliſhments, It 
it our joy and matter of rejoycing, and many times with unuttet- 
able thankſgivings in ſmcerity L can ſay, that the everlaſting God 
ſhould now, as frequently it other times, diſplay the Riches of his 
Love and Grace to the mean and deſpiſed among men; herein'is 
it tranſcending in out eye, that he ſhould abſcond theſe things, aud 
leave them fill as mytteries to the wiſe world, whilſt in extream 
love he has ſo plemtifully vouchſafed the revelation of them unto 
babes; and therein made good that ancient obſervation of Faul, in r Cor. r; 
our times, Not many Wiſe, not many Noble not that we thereby 26,2724 
do exclude any, only we can affirm, that the entrance of God's 
everlaſting Goſpel of Salvation, or whatever be has had to do - 
mongſt the ſons of men, has been with very ſeemingly deſpicable 
atrendances, This ought not to be dubious unto any intelligent 
perſon that has bat given himſelf a moderate acquaintance with 
Hiſtory, If I ſhould go no further than the Scriptures of Truth, let 
it be there examined, and 'twill appear if ſuch whom God call'd 
at any time (from the beginning to the end) were not Handicraft, 
Labouring, and Husband-men, perſons inexpert in the Scholaſtick 
Adzges, Diſputarions and Opinions of the Heatheniſh Philoſo- 
phical World. But leſt that may not be of ſufficient authority, let 
them but reade the account that's largely given in this matter by - _ 
© Heraldu, who declares the primitive-Chriſtians general diſguſt ;, 4:04 


- E to 137.137 


more of ſuch as err in Fundanntut al Phints, who in reſtelt of their want . 5 


3 42 


. 


— 


0 34 ) 
Tertu. to all bunte Literature, znd Philoſaphy in —_— the only 
bib. 4 I- © .ccompliſhnents of that Age ; which occation'd the Gentiles 
'* « continual updraiding of the Chriſtians for Ideots and illiterate 
orig 1i5. * pzrions. And Origen in ſo many words gives this account of the 
39, Adv. © very Plopigitots of the G Apel, that they were, leur 2 oxere- 
cel. e, 4 99% 5,004 4 nnd, der. Wervers, or Combers 
© of Wool, Coblers, Fullers, and iuitetate and exceeding tuſtick. 
But left it may be objected, chat though God »t firſt was pleaſ'd 
to uſe ſuch illiterate Preachers, thereby to manifeſt the greatneſs 
of his Power, yet afterwards the means of Literature were not to 
de neglected, as neceſſary ingredients to an able and orthodox Mi- 
niſter; Let ſuch but teade the Ordinance of the fourth Council of 
Con c- Carthage, where it is ordained, Let every Clergie-man get bu love- 
thag.caÞ- l;bood by ſore Artifice or Huabandry, without — to bus Calling ; 
51452353 and, let every Clergit-man, 2 — in the Word of God, baue 
ſome Artifice or Handicraft ; and, let all Cler gie- men that are able te 
laboar, learn ſome petty Handicrafts, 
Gauden, And Guia expreſly ſayes, that we do not reade that ever 
de mer. «© the Ancients did teach Philoſophy Gncegthey did ratber abbor it; 
— ©] fain, ſayes be, would ſee any man that could ſhew that the 
Ire © Chriftans either before, or in the time of Ni, did m_—_ 
26.5. 89, © teach Philoſophy: And as the Waldeſes of old anſwered the A- 
90. © cademian Papilis (a8 N and others, who ſtid concerning 
© cheir Preachers, Dettore! zpſorum ſunt T extores & Sheet, their 
© Teachers are Weavers Coblers.) So we return to this Con- 
umer 4 * renner of the Quakyrs for their unacquaintance in Learning 3 
ceſſ.c, * We are not aſhamed of our Miniſters becauſe they labour with 
E. 2.28. © their hands, procuring thereby a livelihood to themſelves, accor- 
© ding as they are able, becauſe both the doctrine. and example of 

© the Apoſtles doth lead us to ſuch apprebenfions. - 
And if this Guide were either learned himſelf, or batzmparnul, 
he may remember, that there was not one at the Niceze Council 
(whoſe Creed is ſo famous in Emrope) who underftood the Hebreve 
tongue: not to make any compariion between Jobs's Greek, and 
the Quakers Engliſh; or to inflance the great difference betwim 
Libanus Jaiah and Pere im the old Teftament ; © And therefore be it 
protem. non to all thoſe who ſhall in Laras bis ſcoffing file ſay, Let 
525 4 not heit what theſe men ſpeak concerning Heaven, God,and 


(39) "TROP 
© Goodneſs, who come forth black and ſooty from the Smiths 
© Forge 2nd Anvil. : That tis not in the power of man's resſon, 
wit, thudy; oc wildoat ta unſeat the Book, ſee, beat bd vnder- 
ſtand the deep things af God, nor to give the ligbt of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus t- Bat ax the 
Apoſtles mts ſay we, Everluſtiag praiſes to out Godby the re- 
velation of — he bas given us in meaſure ther Di- 10 
vine Science,raily fn catiect's And chis Light we are not aſham'd to n 
en ſot our Teacher in the fight of Nations, bat by ies Suprenm 
Authority to declate, There 1s not mother Leader by hett Saf- 1/a 49 6. 
vation is attainable, and in obedience ro whom the Nations of . ge. '9 
them that ue ſaved muſt walk. — — 
Akhough Leeds muſt (ay, this objection of our Ignorance had 
much bettit become a perſon whoſe abilities ſurpaſt this Cunt abi · 

14% Sixzer's education, whoſe inexpertneſs in Story, Tongues and 
Opinions might have bart d him from theſe uncivil as well as un- 
uue refleFians; and ſo much of Literature is to be found amongſt \ 
the Quakers. (though it's not their ſtrength) as does, and very 
likely will remain unanſwer'd by Scholars of # bigher Form then 
this conccited Guide. "4 

Fall. 2. 

2. His charge of obſtinacy we deny, not am I much ſolicitous to 
enlarge in out vindication, fince tis the ſenſe I know he has of all 
who withſtand a C ity to that Eſtabliſnment bis Iutereſt 
leads him to imbrace, and not with im to the Riſing-Sun: 
In this ſenſe we own his: Epichice, and adjunkt of Singular alto, be- 
ing indeed moR: fo in ſufferings ; having by all Powers (fince we 
were a People ſeparated by te Lord from their Inventions) been 
killed of the day long in Reputation, Liberty, Eftate, and ſomerimes 
Life : but ina other reipedts (our Conſciences excepted) we ite 
alwayes texdy to cxpreſs complacency and willingyefrto affift our 
very enemies. * 

Sal. 3. 


3. He does accuſe us with a e Apeſtaſie- from Chriſtianity ; 
but if the definibion Part gives of cs ought to decide che 
caſe, then. be ds ane in whoar Chir reigns, and by the ftuitg of his 297-89 
Spirit manifeſts to the world he is redeemedfrom it, and from a 
ful Hing thoſe luſtu which my had abſolute dominion over him: 12. 

2 But 


I 
9 


Fitus 2, 
11,11. 


438 


$, 7. 


| (39) 
Bat whether this Gaide, ot the ſo much calumniated Qs, ite 
fullelt of ſeif-denyal, molt ſeparated from the World, of in gtext- 
elt (ubjeRion to that pute Spuir of Grace which teiches to den 
al unrightcouſneſy, and to live (overly in this preſent World, 


impartial Reader ſpeak ? For if the pteceediag qualities denote 
men truly Chriſtian, and that a pious, diligent, and inoffenfive 
Converſation, is the moſt expreſs Chatactet of Chiilt's Follows 
ers ; I make-my-appeal to arid the whole World, if -abere 
lives among the Sons of meta people teſs deſerving to be called 
Apoſtates, and conſequently any that ſo viſibly carry with them 
the badg of true and primitive Chriſtianity as they. And where- 
as he ſayes we ſcarce retain any Article of the Chriſtian Faith ; We 


451%. f do in ſo many words regedt his afperfion, being made partakers of 


that Divine Faith in Jeſus, which. ſanthfics, and i beld in 4 pers 
Conſcience, | 
Seft, 4. 

4. His next accuſation is, That they extol the Light in all men,as 
the only ſufficient Rule to walk, by, to the apparent ſighting of Scrip- 
tures, and Preaching, 1482 | 

Reader, If yet thou art a ſtranger to this Light he thus explodes 
and vilifies, let me beſeech thee once to obſerve it in thy ſelf, 
and tell me then if it has not that Divine quality to diſcern he- 
twixt the Precious and the Vile, and manifeſt every Thought, 
Word, and AR > whetherit is well-ple ot the conttary, to 
the great God ? If it be criminal to on thaſe Scriptures. he falſly 
{ayes we (light, the caſe is chang'd, otherwiſe we all confeſs tha 
God is Light, and that be bath enlightned every man; by heeding, 
and obeying the Diates of which, we may be preſerv'd in that 
capacity, as the ſame Scripture (ayes, ſhall bring us into the pure 
Fellowſhip, and that the Blood of: Feſwe. ſhall cicanſt us from all-ſin, 
Nor do they on 8 Principle in the Clouds, bat above all people 
have demonſtrated the power and authority of their Principle by 
that Redemption it has wropght for chem, and alteration it bas 
made from that condition which nakedly epos d their immortal 
Souls to the fnares and, entanglements of this: Worlds periſhing 
gloties, to experiment the Blood mpich cleanſebifrom: al bniguit yy the 
unſpeakable peace of prr felt reconciliation with God. 


And for his contident aftuming we light both Scriptures and 


Preaching, 


XUM 


(37) | 
"Preaching; I have this to ſay, That as there is not any who diſ- 
cover more veſpeR for them, by t conformity of life-to what they 
cequite;-fo do they both texd;, arid as often quote them in Preach- 
ing; Decluration, is any who profeſy them for their Rule. And 
Reader, that thou mayeſt the better be informed concerning the 
eſteem we have them, in,takbag but the pains to viſit our Aſſem- 


blies, and that (hall be a ſufficient vindication of our innocency, Helps 


Siictalfomey aſyer him asto the advantage, that's conſeſt, the“ 
Jew had above the Heathen, * 
F. His fifth reflection is, Our openly denying the Deftrine of the 
Trinity: but me thinks it would become him who is reproving 
others for not paying that reſpec they ought unto the Scriptures, 

to be a little more exemplary in uhng their unqueſtionable phraſe, 

and ſound expreſſion, for I am altogether ignorant of any Scripture 

that mentions that word Trinity; and tis his own Opinion, that 

Fundamentals ſhould not be drawn from dubious and obſcure plas 

ces, but rather that the Scriptures were evident and perſpicuoug, 

as to what was neceſlary to be believed; yer if by Trinity he un- 

detftands thoſe three Witneſſes in Heaven, Father, Word, and 

Spirit, he (hoold better have acquainted himſelf with what we 

aciſown, than ignorantly thus to blaze abroad our open denyal of 

what we moſt abſolutely credit and believe, 

6, His next {ſlander tuns thus, The Perſon of Feſus Chriſt, @ to 
bis bumane Nature, with all bus Offices aſſigned to him by bus Father, 
they atterly reed, (chough this ® an Atcanum that A kept he from 
their Ni. | 


Fain would be here infinuate to people, by his moſt inveRive 
impoſtutes, hard thoughts concerning an inoffenſive people, whilt 
in reality they own no other name by which Salvation is obtainable 
than the Chriſt of Ged ; and all the Ohces that ever were aſſign- 
ed him by his Father; are by them icknowledged: and fo remote 
are they from hiding their ſentiments, or being jealous of expo- 
fing them to all, that whoſoever will but give himſclt the time of 
frequenting their Meetings, or petuſing their Books, ib ſoon 
perctive how very far this Chatacter is wide of Truth, | 
His next report is, v call not wpor God in the Nan and A. 
How of Feſws 'Chrift; Bat Reader, that theu mayelt not thut be 
dogmanzed upon, and better ſatisfied in thy ſober ir quirtes, als 
| a | Auto 


SE} 
fure thy ſelf, the Qt never 22 an other Name than that of 
Jeivs Chriſt, through whick co find acceptance with the Lord; 
por is it by eny others, than Jeſus the Mediator of the Ney Covo- 
. Redemption, 1nd may tecxive the 
Heb. ig promiſe of an eternal Iabentance. 


SA, f. 


He farther ſayes, They traſt not i hi dea fer Parton and Soh. 

uation, but in a pretended finleſs perfeftion,' | 

They ue fo far from diſowning the death and ſnfferings of 

Chriſt, that there is not 4 people in the Earth that ſo affuredly 

witneſſe and demonſirate a Fellowſhip therewith, confeſſing be- 

1 John g. fore Men and Angels, that Chtiſt died for the Sns of the World, 

18. and gave his Liſe « Ranſom, PerfeRtion from ſin they hald at- 

Rev. 21: taisable, becauſe be that's born af Cod ins not,, and that nothing 

Ben; Which is unclean can enter the Kingdom of God 3 20 Crown withs 

38. out victory ; tbe little Leaven leavens the whole lump ; the ſtrong 

x Tbeſ g. man muſt be caſt — — they might be ane Wholy: Be 
_ . if perfelt 44 God us perfelt ; be per ſeſt. ie of goed comfort ; une a pe 

#4417 44 any 44 by perfett ; that the Man of Ged u be 


Ibn; God of peace meks you perfeft in EVERT goed Werk,; the God of al 


Grace make you per felt; let us cleanſe eur ſelves from ALL filthaneſs 7 
2 Leſb and fhirit, perfecling holineſs wn the — Ged; leaving thoſe 
Phil. things belund, let ws ge unto rr f e ; and this will we de if Ged 
1s. provi. If petſection were unaitaineble, it would be firange that 
z Tim-3+ the Scriptures ſhould ſpeak of ſuch a ſtate, and very 8, 
Kanz, that , Peter, & c. (hould ſe ſollicize and pray for the antient 
1 Saints, that they might come thither, even to the ſpurits of juſt 
1 Pet. 5. men made © perfett ; nay, be polnwely avouckes to have atrived 
10. there, at the Heavenly Jeraſalem, ut the Cbarob ef the firſt Bern, 
gc. And notwithſtanding thae this encellene State ſhouldinever 
Heb.6.1, be enjoyed, ſeems to me no leſs than a giving the Apoſtles Do- 
; Arine the lie, and tacitly impeaching them of groſs diſſimulatĩon 
Het. a. and conttadiction. Bur Reader, tis not onely my Opinion that 
22423124 perfection is attainable; for it thou pleaſeſt to remember the many 

paſlazes of bis Diſcourſe ulteady paſt my obſervation, as well as 

to remark the following Chapter of bis contradictiona, chou ce$+ 


tainly will find Perfection an Article of this Guides Creed, with» 
out the leaſt violation to his matter, Set, 6, 


1359 


$48, 6, = 
They u any nectſſity of ſpecial Gract of the Spirit ts Conver 
— nag ſaying, 22 within ts 2 bert — * 
coff . that pray for more. — His malice and bis lies run 
allel ; Are there amongft the Sons of men «ny that ſo contend 
that Grace which brings Salvation, and ſo firongly plead, us 
well with (ufferings, as iſe, the ablelate iy of Fairh 
therein, ſubjection thereto, and ſanctiſication thereby, to this 
blind profeſſing World? And for his diſtinstion between the Light 
and Grace ; Reader, if thou doit well obſerve the Apoſtle Pas!'s 
deſcription of their properties and effecti, I queſtion not but thou 
wilt ſoon condemn this Guide for ignorant, and very inobſervent 
of the Scripruzes : For be to the Writes, That whatſoever £35). 5. 
wakes manifeſt, is light, and bids them thereby to walk, cirewaſpett» 31415 
ty. 80 that the Apoſtle ſets it as the diſtingniſher between good 
and evil, 4s « Gaide or Leader: And thus was Jeſus Chtiſt the 
fulneſs of Light nominated by the Prophet, — A Light unto the 1/4 49-6- 
Gentiler,a Leader unto the People, & for Subvation amo tht ends of the 
Earth; who by the E it, is ſaid, e bave enlightened e Jobn 1.9; 
and by the Prophet tis determined, 28 well as by the ſame eb in Rev. 21; 
his Revelation, That the Nations of them which are ſaved muſt walk, ** 
» the Light ; and hom it can be different ftom that Grace, whoſe _ | 
rties ere the ſame, an todcbing 1 deny wngodlineſs ard worldly 1 
% "and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in thit preſent M 
cannot be rationally ſuppos'd ; for ſayes the Apoſtle Fobn, If yei John t. 
walk, in the Light, as God is in the Light, ye ſhall be cleanſed from 5» 7- 
all fin ; which Pau exprefſes thus, If ye walk, is the Spirit, ye ſhall 1 
v fulfil the las of the fleſh ; and ſayes Chiiſt, 7 aw the Light of Jeb. 8. 13. 
the World, be that follows we ſhall nt walk i# darkneſe, but ſhall 
bave the Light of Life It muſt be therefore evident to every 
common underfianding, that this (ſo much blaſpbem'd) Light, 
Spirit, and Grace, ſpoken of, (leading to the ſame condition, 
and bringing to the ſame end) are one inf efſence and virtue, 
though diverſly denominated, according to the variety of its ope- 
rations ; end who igt can be thought « Chriſtian that denies the 
ſufficiency of this Glorious Light, which graciouſly is given of 
God & & Leader 16 the Natrons, and for Salvation to thy ends of — 
Earth i 


Ce. 4. 
9, 12,13. 


40.) 
Earth? And ſurely had this ak but ever been acquainted with 
its pure infiructions, and walk t therein; the benctit that would 
have certainly accru d, had better taught him the excellency ofits 
Nature, and the reverent obſervance be ought to pay it, and not 
to make a ſcoff at it, as he moſt wickedly ſayes the Quakers do at 
Grace, (who generally are known to be no mockets, but have 
been made a langhiog-flock by all Perſwahons ; bring reviled, they 
bleſs ; prrſecuted, they ſuffer ; defamed, they intreat ; acconmed the 
off -ſcomring of all things wnto this day, and made a ſpellacit uno the 
World, Angele, and Men.) 
Sell, . 

10, He follows on much at the ſame rate, Sabbaths, and Sacra- 
ments, and all inſtituted Worſhip they caſt off, the great Dotirines of 
the Reſwrreftion, Laft Judgment, Heaven, and Hell, they ters imo 
Allegories, Cc. 

How long wilt thou immagine, write, and utter lying vanities 
to beſpatter, defame, and expoſe to vulgar rage the innocent Peo- 
ple, and royal Inheritance of the moſt high God ? Capt thou ex- 
pe thy dayes (hall terminate iff peace, and that the Judge of all 


will not account with thee for all thy Clanders F yes, Clapham, be 


it known unto thee, the dreadful God (hall recompence it on thy 
head ; noi (hall thy peeviſh malice (ſuspaſſing all I know) eſcape 
a pledge of Gods diſpleaſure on thee ere thou takeſt thy farewel of 
this Earch ; he will rebuke thy unclean Spirit, too full of naſty ve- 
nom and lies, ever to have admittance where nothing enters that 
defiles or makes a lie: It's not a rage I amin, as thou may'ſt 
think, and willingly wouldſt heve others to believe, God bears me 
record, but the infallible (ence I have upon my Spitit of thy deep 
enſnativg hypocribe to betray (if poſſible) - others more moderate 
and faithful iato the ſame wicked yeelding ſpirit with 4by ſelf ; aud 
alſo (1 fear) thy immortal enmity to us, the innocent People of 
the Lord, provokes to a holy indignation ; and judgement's for 
that unrighteous natyre to eternity, 

But that I may bot leave the Reader unſatizh'd is to this Ja 
moſt impudently wich ed aſperhon, know in the pame of all uue 
Quakers,cthe Sabbath that is reſerv'd for the People of God, is fo 
far from being by them xezeRed or denyed, tharthey admoniſh all 
to the exact and punctual obſervation of it, not to think their ovn 
6 423.2 thoughts, 


4x ) 

thoughts, ſpeak their own o_ nor do their own works ; — fot 
the word Sacraments, tis no where ſcriptural ; and till he explains 
bis meaning, I am not bound to find him one ; but for ſuch Wor- 
ſhip as is of Scripture-inſtitution, and perform'd by the Spirit of 
God, they own and practiſe, diſowning (as there is good reaſon) 
all other Iuſtitutions. 

The Dottrine of the Reſurrefiion, of the juſt and unjuſt, Laff 
Jadgment, Heaven and Hell, is future rewards ; they believe and 
confeſs: —-. And, as my faithful Teſtimony both to their Life and 
Doctrine, I am neceſſitated to declare (and be it known to all that 
ever knew me) that when the unſpeakable Riches of God's eternal 
Love viſited me, by the call of bis glorious Light, from the dark 
practices, wandring notions, and vain converſations of this pollu- 
ted world; and that my heart was influenced thereby, and conſe- 
quently diſpoſed for the more intimate and fincere reception of it; 
thoſe very habits, which once I judg'd impoſſible, whilſt here, to 
have relinquiſh'd, (as well as I was unwilliog) and did allow my 
ſelf « liberty therein, becauſe not openly groſs or ſcandalous I 
thought my ſelf excuſable ) became not only burdenſome, and by 
that Liebe manifeſted to be of another nature than that which I 
was call d to the participation of ; but in my faithful adherence to 
its holy counſel and inftructions, I was immediately endued with 
that power and authority as gave dominion over them, and being 
in meaſure redeemed from that to which the Curſe is pronounc'd, 
I ſenfibly enjoy'd the Bleſhngs that attend a Reconciliation ; 
And never fince I have been converſant with their Principles, 
(thus odiouſly deſcrib'd by him) bave I found one Article that did 
not receive a full and ſatisfactory aſſent from that very Grace, Spi- 
tit, or Light of God, which fiſt called me from the groſs impie- 
ties, vain entettzitments, tempting glories and will-worſhips of 
this generation : And as I have the (cal of God's eternal Spirir of 
Love upon my ſoul, as an infallible Aſſurance ; ſo, fince my firſt 
frequenting of them and their Aſſemblies, I bave obſerv'd that 
holy, innocent and righteous converſation, which harmonizes with 
the ſeverity, cixcumſpeRion and ſelſ-denying life of the Goſpel; 
and teftifie (as reyealed from God) that fince thoſe Centuries, in 
which the Apoſtaſie ęclipſt the beauty ot the primitive Light, tbeie 


has not been ſo glorious a ä of Spiritual, Pure and Evo. 
gelica 
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—— Worſhip, Liſe and Doctrine, as God hath in bis Loving- 
indneſs raiſ'd the ſo much deſpiſed Qt, to own, pirttiſe and 
declare amongſt the Nations; as the good old way of Holineſs, chat 
leads from Iatempetiuce, Vanity,Pride, Opprethon, 28d the love 
of this World's periſhing glories, to that everlaſting Joy and Reſt 
which is reſerv'd for the People of the Moſt High Cod. In ſhort, 
they are ſound in Principles, zealous for God, devout in Wor. 
ſhip , carneſt in Prayer, conſtant in Profeſhon, harmbeſs and 
exemplary in their Lives, patient is Sufferings, orderly in their 
Affairs, few in Words, punctual in Dealings, merciful to Ene- 
mies, Self-denying, as to this Worlds Delights and Enjoyments ; 
and to ſumupall, Standards for the God of Heaven, againſt the 
Pride, Cruelty, Luſt, Avarice, &c. of this Godleſs Generation ; 
—— hom the unborn ſhall call Bleſſed, when their Feſtimonies 
be fioiſh'd, and they gathered into the unſpeakable Solace and 
fleffion of God's eternal Preſence; — yet are they concluded 
y this uncharitable Guide, not company for Chriſians : but I am 
perſwaded, that the more diſcreet will not relex their good Opi- 
nion for his landerous reflemons, but rather thence renew occa- 
ions of further expreſſing theic Candor and Humanity: And Þ 
hope their diſcreet and inoffenfhive deportment will petſwade all 
people, they are not as deſerving their ill thoughts, as envious 

ud ſelf-interefſed Priefts have endes vouted to infinuate. 
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CHAP. III. 
His Fhpocriſie Detect. 


Set, 1. 

Hough manifold are the Stratagems of Satan that old Serpent, 

by which he does ſurprize the immortal Souls of men with 
moR deplorable woes, and everlefting miſery; yet is there none 
that proves ſo generally effectual xs Hyporrifie ;* Its bis Afyſterinms 
Maximum, A ndy and employment fit for none below the form 
of his Arch-Angels ; ſuch make his Archeſt Emiſſaries, and moſt 
ſubtile 
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ſubtile Meanders ; Sublime Devils, maſqu'd with the vizard of 
Sincer ity, palliating themſelves. from what they really ares by 
ſeeming what us really they ue not: outſide waſh'd Platters ; 
Wolves in Sbeeps cloathing ; Infide rotten, but outſide whited- 
Sepulchres : In ſhort, the muddy SenſualiR refin'd to a counter. 
feit Fidelity, and imication of the form of Godlineſs, the more 
unqueſtionably to deceive, and ſecurely to infinuate candid appre- 
henfions of his purpoſe ; who is the molt impudent diſpiſer of God, 
deflroyer of Souls, contemner of Laws, perverter of Truth, and 
treacherous to the end ; againſt whom the ſharpeſt woes ue de- 
nounc'd, and puniſhments reſerv'd to eternity: — How far this 
Guide bis rendred himſelf obnoxious to the character of a Hy 
erite, it is our buſineſs mainly in this Chapter to diſcourſe ; Bur 
leſt his diſſimulated Condeſcenſion, and pretended Chiiſtian Ta- 
ſtructions, (as inducements to Conformity) ſhould ſo far prevail 
upon the unacquaintance of any with his ſpirit, and notorious 
practice through all Revolutions, as to believe they may deſerve 
my obſervation and reply, ( fince tis irrational to argue the un- 
ſoundneſs of a Principle from the confelt imperfe&ions of irs De- 
fendants) I ſhall a Little hint at the chiefeſt of his Reaſons ; as 
well to manifeſt tis not ſo much a general x8 an individual con- 
cern that intereſted him in this undertaking , as to prevent ( if 
ible) bis ingratiating his Motives to Conformity, with the 
minds of ſuch as are inclinable to tempotizing : he ates his Que- 
ſtion thus. | 
Set, 2. 

PVhether it be à duty for Chriſtians to bold communion with the 
Church of England, according to ber preſent Adminiſtration: ? | 
Flad this Cate the leaſt hogeſty, it ſhould not be a queſtion 
with bim nom (although I fear he is ſcarce ſo honel} as to malt it 
one, my Paradox" is Orthodox ) or been conſcientious in bis fot- 
mer perſivafions ; but baving ever forfeited the reputation of a 
ſincete perſon, and not being eſteem'd other than a groſs T 
tizer, I cafily ſhall grant it very requlſit for him ( whoſe belly is 


dis god, and chat mibds zanhly things”) to commune With the - 


P. 68. 


Churth of Eugfand im hier prefenr Aäminiſtrations; but 5 ar 
uce 


Chriftien 1 fralt wor sk his ſetve to diſſent, unleſs he can pr 
better Arguments: to — bis confident Aſſertions: bis firſt 
| 2 rung 
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runs thus: Ic will not be denied by all diſſemters (that hate I 
ing and ſobriety in them) but that here is a clear 1 4. of all thoſe 
fundamental points of Faith, which art accounte ny Chriſtians 
neceſſary unte Salvation; yea ſuch a pure confeſſion of ther points of 4 


ſecondary natare, that there's ſcarce any other Church in the World 


that God bath bleſt with 4 greater purity. 

What range confuſion, and unuſual impertinency is this! 
would not half-witted people bluſh to venture abroadin print with 
fuch expteſſions? Surely this Guide was grofly fond of writing 
Books, that rather than be quiet, ſhould with ſuch gteedineſs ex- 
poſe his ignorance to vulgar cenſure ; for if the Diſſenters he writes 
again, confeſs the Church they ſeparate from to be greatly pure 


in Fundamentals and things of a ſecondary nature, how is it poſſi- 


w 


 Pag 71, 
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ble, according to good ſenſe, they can be termed Diſſenters in 
Religious matters? I ſhall appeal to the intelligent Reader, if 
this blind Guide is not faln into the ditch, that aſcribes to ſuch the 
title of D:ſſenter;,whom be at the ſame time charaRers for abſolute 
ſons of the Church ; for, do the higheſt Conformiſts to the Church 
of England acknowledge more, than that ſhe's pare in Fund ment ali 
and things of a ſecondary nature, and yet that ſuch who confeſs ber 
to be this, ſhould by this filly Guide be Rtil'd Diſſenters ! ay with 
this apparent Nonſenſe, ſince none can properly be ſo efteem'd 
that Aker not in one or both; And how inconfiſtant, aſwell as 
faucy, his expreſſion is, that will not allow Diflenters to be ſober 
and intelligent (when none are ſuch in bis account, that allows not 
the Church of England what they can never do, and properly be 
counted for Diſſentets) ſufficiently appears, in bis admitting theſe 
uy Diſſenters to be Chrifian Churches, and Children of the ſame 
Father, though now be ſeems to repreſent them void of both un- 
derſtanding and ſobriety, Where his were when theſe raſh and un- 
adviſed words were Writ, Ileave for the Reader to determine. 


Set. 3. 


He ſpeake largely of the publick Worſhip, loudly extolling the 


Conſtitution of the Church of Ex ptofeſſing a ſeparation 
therefrom to be unwarrentable ; — chat corruption in manners, 


both of Miniſters and People, ſhould be no reafon for diſſetting 
their Aſſemblies, &c. 


- 


(45) 
Contrary to the whole currant of Scripture-record, and the beſt 
accounts that have been tranſmitted throng es of the Piimi- 
tive Chriſtians, who ever have withdrawn themielves from ſuch 
as beld the truth in wnrighttonſe'f; ind let the world judge if Paul 2 Tim, 
was not thus periſwaded, when be Hrictly enjoyn'd ſeparation from 3.5, 
(not only Schiſmaticks, Hereticks, und Apoſfates, but) ſuth u beld 
the form of Godlineſs, which conſiſted in profeſſion and external per- 
formances, withow: the everlifting Power, which alone could bring 
into ttue Obedience, and give the poſſeſſion of that eternal Life, 
which rightly denominates people Chriſtians, or a Chriſtian Church: 
But as two ſtrong Pillars, to maintain and underprop bis Aſlertion, 
he tells us, otherwiſe God would have no Publick, Worſhip; As if an 
Aſſembly in « Houſe, Field or Barn, was not as capable to wor- 
ſhip God in ſpirit, as thoſe who frequent the Pariſh Steeple-bouſes; 
if not, tis fit this Guide ſhould pay bis acknowledgements to the | 
Roman Society (he calls Antichyyft) for bis publick Worſhip ; But 
be it known to him and all the world, that as God's Spirit is not 
tied to places, ſo all 2 therein is tiuly Catholick 
and Publick Worſhip, in Field or Houſe, whether three or three 
thouſand ; convenient places being circumitantial, not eſſential, 
to God's Worſhip. 

SeBt. 4. 


His ſecond Pillar is the example of Zecharias, who (ſayes he) 
di ſſerted not hu ſtation intbe Jewiſh Worſhi notwit hſtanding thoſe many Pag.7 5. 
Corruptions that were inevated, by which he would excule his con- 
tinuance in his Prieftly Office in n g Pariſh: Bur if this 
Guide will be inform'd, he ſoon may ſee his error in this particu- 
lar, (as upon occahon formerly was expreſt to him) the Few: were 
ſel from all other Nations, and impriviledged as God's pe- 
culiar People,by an external Law and Ordinances (all which were 
typical) over whom he oxdained Magiſtrates, and a Priefthood, 
which bad no relation to any other Conſtitution that was contem- 
porary, ot ſhould ſucceed, but were to continue till the times of 
Reformation, and then to be abrogated ; yet inaſmuch as Anti- 
types are repreſented by their Types, it muſt be granted, that ma- 
ny Legal Inſtitutions did ſigaiſie and ſhadow-forth what afterwards 
ſhould follow; ſince therefore it muſt needs be granted, that the 
Jewiſh State relates no further to us than typically, it vill nat be 
ud 
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unneceſſary to examine how far this Guide can ſecure himſelf,and 
juſtifte his many tutniags, from the confeſt conſtancy of faithſull 
Zigharias, 

Conſider (x.) that the Jews were a People ſeparated from among 
the Nations, as his viſible Church, to whom he gave that intituling 
ſign of Circumcifon. 

2, That cheit Temple, Worſhip and Laws, moral, judicial and 
ceremoninal, were indiſpucably of Divine Inſtitution. 

3. That as thoſe who were theit Prieſts, were by the high Prieſt 
anointed thereunto ; ſo being once dedicated, were to officiate 
with integrity and conſtancy at the Altar. 

4. That no addition was to be admitted to what God had fo 
punctua ly ordered,in any Circumſtance. Now unleſs this Guide 
can prove the Church of Exyiand the Antirype ; 

1. In being the Circumcition in Spirit, by which the is tightly 
intituled to the Priviledges of the __ Jewiſh Church. 

2. Can as infallibly and unqueſtionably prove the Divine In- 
ſtitution of her Faith, Worſhip and Diſcipline, 

3. That her Miniftry is che ſpiritually Anointed of God, by 
that one High-Prieſt aftet the Order-of Alec, and by him 
commiſſionated to preach the everlaſting Goſpel. 

4. And that in Faith, Worſhip and Diſcipline ſhe remains as 
clear and ſingle from all Inventions, Traditions and Ceremonies 
(thoſe only allowed #s have their footing in the Divine Appoint- 
ment and Order of God) unleſs 1 fey this be made good, twill 
declare great weakneſs in any to allow this Guide to argue from 
Zecharias's caſe to his own ; I grant that whoſoever is au- 
nointed by Jeſus Chriſt to preach his everlaſting Salvation, ought 
to do it inceſſantly, not matrering the oppoktion or tevolution of 

Powers; and that NO defe@t in the generality can or ought to 
unminifter him, but rather that be faithfully ſhould -decry thoſe 
Impieties, and keep his ſtation on God's behalf, which righteous 
Zecharias did, whoſe bold withſtanding their Inventions, and bo- 
neſt deſire of preſerving that Law pure, of which be was inftitu- 
red Prieſt, procured no leſs than his Martytdom, from the Cruelty 
of thoſe vain Supetſtitioniſts. But what's this to Claphans's coſe > 
Zicharias was anointed by the High-Prieſt ; whence was Clap. 
bam Ordination? Zecharies was murder'd for oppofing their 
unrighte- 


ſa ? but has he not preackd for and againſt what he at times bas 
own'd to keep bis Pariſh, Zeebaries would not diſpenſe with theit 
Additions to God's [ntitutions ; has Clapham done fo too ? how 
comes he then to call the Church of England, Pare in ſecondary 
matters, to wit, het forms of Prayer, Anthems, Reſponſes, Lita- 
nies, Baby-Baptſme, Croſſes, Altan, Steeple-bouſes Eaſt and 
Weſt, Bovings, Organs, Quireſters, Surplices, Caps, Rochets, 
Hoods, with much more ſuch hte traſh than my memory will ſerve 
at preſent to inſert, which fills up the Engliſh Worſhip, and ate 
known by perſons moderately read in Story, to have been brought 
forth by the womb of dark Popery, that fink of Antichriftianiſm : 
- But as there ought to be one Temple, Worſhip and Ptieſthood 

to make Clapbam ice reſemble Zacharias, fo that bis may aps 
proach this Guide's, let us ſuppaſe amongſt the Fews three (eve- 
ral Temples, Worſhips and Priefthoods, call'd Prerbyrerien, Inde- 
pendent, Epiſcopal : If Zecharias had firſt been of the Presbytetian- 
Prieſthood, and as that ſhould decline 16 eſteem, imbrace the In- 
depzndents, till by tevolution ti Government both were violent- 
ly fuppreſt , as to the exerciſe of their Conſcieuces towards God, 
by the Epiſcopal ; and then that Zacberiæ ſhould divorce his Ins 
dependent Spouſe, crying All Hail unto the new ERabliſhment, 

us Clapham undeniably did, be might have quoted Zacherias with 
more honour, to his now (hamefut retreat : but bis conſtant keep- 
ing of his ſtation in faithfulneſs to God, | ſharply rebukes this 
Guide's manifeſt Infidelity both to God and Men. 


Sea, 5. 


His next great Argument tp enforce Compliance, is that Sove- 
raignty beſtow d on Ru, wile (ſayes he) in particular Ciroun- 
flences undetermined by God, have et order and ſetile things ac» 
cording to the general Rules laid down in the H; Inftancing in ſe- 
veral Jewiſh Kings: Although I need not farther trouble thee 
nor my ſelf, than barely to recommend the foregoing Page to thy 
peraſel ; yer le the matter may not b ſo ent, I (hall little 
obſerve his very grent ſelf-contradiction'; bis words ate theſe : 
There i nt the hike reaſon ts determine all Circumſlance i in the Chri- 
fan Charches, as mas in t Fenifh Church, the anc being in 115 mine- 


rity, 


| We X 
vnrighteouſneſs and wicked Traditions : where did Clapham do 
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rity, the other grown wp to 4 ſlate of greater liberty. A Boy when bu 
oe! to School, in every particular be is ſtiatod to bis work; but when 

e goes to the Univerſity, he only bath general Rules for bi fludy, and 
1 left to bus own diſpoſition for order and manner of bus findies, Is it 
dot obvious that be does confute bimſelf, and ſo has ſav'd me the 
pains of making any other Anſwer than what ariſeth from bis own 
Allertion and Similitude to prove it; He ſayes the Chtiſtian- 
Church is grown to greater liberty; How ſo, if ſtill ſubject to be im- 
poſed upon by Civil Power? is not the ſlavery greater, ſince that 
the Jews were ffinted by God himſelf, but we by men, and that ac- 
cording to their fallible apprebenſions ? yet with ſuch ſeverity is 
obedience enjoyn'd, as Nonconformity colts nothing leſs than the 
price of Liberty md Eſtzte.” Bur fince by Ggxs at School he means 
the Jewiſh Church, and by rboſe fitted for the Univerſity be intends 
2 ſlate of liberty in ſecondary marrers, tat follows but that our 
Schoolmaſtets the Magiſtrates are diſfnilt, and we being under an 
Evangelical Conſlitution, arc in thoſe matters left to that greater 
liberty relating to the Goſpel«itate'; which flatly contradicts that 
power he in other places aſcribe unto them: Nay, if I ſhould 
make the moſt of his Similicude ſor my advantage, how apparent 
would it be that the very Rlers in the Jewiſh- State were Boyes, 
and ſftinted in all Religious Circumſtances, and conſequently not 
to be our Schoolmaſters under a diſpenſation of greater freedom, 
for then the change would be to our- apparent loſs and injury ; ſo 
that others being free aſwel as Ralers,for them to command is groſs 
uſurpation ; and for any to yeeld obedience is nothing leſs than 
High-Treaſon againſt the King of Conſcience, and a betraying 
of themſelves into the Schoolboys ſtate again. Sometimes he 
ſayes the Scriptures arecclear in this particuler; in other places, 
promiſcuous; but bis beſt Argument is the Magiſtrate, for never 
wanting 4 ready complyance to their commands (come what will) 
he has better learnt Intereſt than to ſet his Opinion in Competi- 
tion 3 — However, I ſhall propoſe theſe Queries, which he 
may anſwer if be pleaſe, or any elſe. 

Q. 1. Whether if ſeven Powers make ſeven diſtinct interpre- 
tations of Religious Principles, andere ſeven ciftiv& Modes of 
Worſhip, according to what they-apprebend from the Scriptures ; 
they all may be ſubmitted to notwithſtanding their contrariety ? 


Quer., 2, 


of Worſhip, enscted to be conformed to, in theſe ſeven Domi- 
pions Can be rightly ſaid to proceed from the Spirit of God, the 
Uaity; and not their erroneous apprehenſions ? 

Ns. 3. Whether any Preſcriptions concerning Faith and Wor. 
ſhip, ſhould be allow'd or obey'd, if not from that unetting Spitit 
in which God's true and only Worſhip Rtands ? 

Qs, 4. Whether any Magiſtrates now in being, do or can pte- 
tend to that Iafallibility? 

Qs. 5, Where is that Goſpel-Scripture, which impowers 
Magiftrates to concern themſelves in —_ matters? 

Os, 6, Whether it be congenious, or luitable to the ſecond 
Covenant and times of Reformation, when the Law is written in 
the heart, and the Spirit put in the inward parts ; where there is 
but one King, and one Lamgiver ; where the Offices and aſſiſtunce 
of Sun, Moon and Starrs are no more required, but the Lamb 
Cbriſ Jeſs is their Light, their Knowledge, their Guide, their 
All in All; for Rulers to interpoſe their Civil Authority to pull 
down or ſet up Religion ? 

Ns. . Whether the firſt Inftitution of Magiftracy propoſ'd a 
Juriſdiction over Conſciences, or only the preſervation and pto- 
ſperity of the People in civil and external matters? 


Set. 6, 

Many are bis Cautions, and as many bis Contradictions, too 
many for my obſervation: In ſhort, the end of all his tenderneſs 
to Diſſenters, and kind titles of Chriſtian Churches, Children of 
the ſame Father, oc. I find,is a — of all into an acknow- 
ledement of the Church of Exgland, But Reader, if thou wilt 
know the reaſon why this perſon Now appears ſo earneſt in his diſ- 
courſe for all to march in his — Jons, and thus confident- 
ly impoles himſelf a Guide on all to the true Religion, as if we 
had been at a loſs till now both for the tra Religion and 4 Guide, I 
ask thy patience and thy credit in the peruſal of this notorious (tho 
— ſtory 4 bu life which a neceſſity is upon me to inſert, 
that ſuch who otherwiſe may let bis Hypoctitical Infinuations 
gain their eſteem, may (if they pleaſe ) be furniſht with an Anti- 
dote agtinſt the infection of their — ' 

\ £ 
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Qs; 2, Whether theſe ſeven different Principles and modes 
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It is not long fince (being in thoſe parts) I bad ſome hours con- 
verſe with this perſon, and amongſt the many things we touch'd 
upon, I charg'd him with bis retreat from a certain People to whom 
he formerly had a Religious relation : upon which he ſeat me this, 
with other particulars, by Epiſtle, in a way of Apology ; That be 
never 75 7 bumſelf 7 — prey, ner would come under any di- 
inexiſbing denomination ee, Independent, Epiſcopal 

_— — than that of a Chriſtian, wwomwing, that 2 — 
prebenſions people bad concerning the Church of England, and nutwith» 
flanding ſeveral went as far  New-England to enjoy parer Ordinances, 
yet for our parts (including himſelf as « conſtant ſon of the Church) 
we can witneſs the Lord's preſence us amongit wa, 

To all which I then anſwer'd ſomething, h not ſo amply ; 
that fince he ſeems to lift himſelf ſo early among the members of 
the Church of England, where has he been during the time of her 
Captivity and Exile ? did be for Conſcience-ſake (oppoſing Cove« 
nant, Engagement, &c.) quit the Land, contenting bimſelf rather 
in the quality of a poor ing Prieſt beyond the Seas, than to 
imbrace the perſwalions of thoſe Powers, which had reduc'd the 
teſidue of his Brethren to extream poverty? or turn d he Tren- 
cher-Chaplio,Tutor,c4c? did he traverſe the Country, Sprinkling 
Marrying, Churchiog, Buryiag, the common trade of thoſe ejeted 
Prieſts > And can be ſay, that whilſt the King and Biſhops were 
incapacitated by Exile to act as Officers in the Church and State, 
be own'd the one for Supream in matters Civil add Ecclehaſtical ; 
and the others, for ſo many Apoſtolical beads in Chriſt's Church ? 
Did be proteſt againſt the Cruelty of thoſe Powers, in the clear 
ſubvetſion of both > What Priſon was he in? what Bonds did he 
endure, what Loſs ſuſtain, Teſtimony Mar, and Loyalty expreſs, 
on the behalf of his Epiſcopal Faith, and its Defender ?— Alas! 
But was he not in all thoſe range occurrences of times, aud ve- 
riety of changes, to be found Prieſt of Wreamplingem in Norfolk? 
At the beginning of the Wars, 2 moſt preciſe Stickler for « Refot» 
mation, extolling the great Neceſſity aiwel as Righteouſneſs of the 
Solemn League and Covtuaxt, encouraging others thereupto, both 
by bis example and do&rine : Bold for the DireBory, and buſſe at 
chufing Elders ; and ſo went under the notion of 1 Prechyterias 7 
But tas not long before the Independents, through their greater 


Outrage 
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1 ] 
Courage and Policy, had undermin'd and vanquiſht t'others Inte. 
reſt, and when poſſeſt of the Authority, be ſaw *trwas folly to ex- 
ped a Sallery as Guide, in that way the Governing- Party of the 
Nations had tejected, and therefore was obliged to Iift himſelf « 
Volunteer in Jo, Muny's Independent Congregation ; twas then the 


beheaded King was by this Guide both preactr'e & printed, as 4 Toe Ston (ms. 
of that Image the lictle Stoney cut ent of the Mountain without band, the Ima, 


was ts ſawite ; and therefore ſays, the fall of che tin Kingdonss was be- mo 
£9", the Lord i riſen out of bis habitation, $ainſay not ; for who ſeth — 
not the alteration is of the Lord? And in his Anſwer to an Objecti- 
on, that this Prophecy was accompliſht when this Nation fell from P. 2 3. 
Popery, ſayes be, Defirinally it w, hut not Politically ; the Groern« 
went bath continued the ſame, yea and hard exongh tothe Saints (ali- 
15 —— 9 — none can deny it, Now the Change this 
Prophecy fpraks of refefts the Government, In another place, ſayes P. 15, 
D can be ns clearer evidence that God is about 1 — 16. 
breaking down this great IMAGE, and ſwiting the very Feet and 
Toes thereof, than the preſent Vittery over the Scattiſh Forces at Dun- 
bar, ( which we are now to rexder — ng ts God for) the canſe 
of thus War þ wy, Whether thus I MAG ſhed be apbeth, er the Feet 
and Toes be broken; In thort, O ye Honaured Worthies, whons the Preſ.p.1 
Lord hath raiſed up to elt theſe great Changes, carry on the Lord's 
Work; That your People may not canſe to ſay, We bave changed Pref 3 5. 
ar TTRANTS, mat ow TTRANNT ; Although Providence [cena 
to put an Inopeſſibility of ſuling Government in the Former way + Bur 
time bath proved him both 4 Temporizer, and a falſe Prophet. 
'Twas alſo then he ſought, if poſſible, ro ingratiate himſelf with 
the Powers and People of the Land, by his moſt invective and 
falſe diſcourſe againſt the harmleſs Quakers, with a large Dedi- 
catory Epittle to O. Crommwel, allow d by him of England, Scotland, 
Ireland ct. Protector, to whom, among other extraordinary Com- 
lements, I cannot let paſs theſe expreſhons, where he invites 
im 4s God's Delegate, in bonouy to Feſra Chrift, and out of love to 
the Churches of C bi. for mhoſe welfare you have this Great Power 
committed ts Tes, to ſtop theſe Seducers, Sec. concluding thus; 
The Lord of Heaven and Earth bleſs your Highneſs with the conting- 
ance of bis gracious Preſence with you, that as you bave done valianily 
» the high places of the Field, (that is, fought againſt King and Bi- 
G3 ſhops) 
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ſhops) ſe you govern „ righteouſly and ly tn the Gates of the 
2 5 6 ——— No tis —— — 
and is employ d by the ſeveral Churches in Norfolk, to N. Crom- 
wel on the Death of Oliver, as their Repreſentative about that Pe- 
tition or Addreſs made by the Prieſts in general, which terms the 
Father Moſes, and the Son the _ that ſhould conduct them 
to the Holy-Land ; But he being by the Projetions and angry te- 
ſentments of the Long- Parliament, diveſtzd of his uſurped Au- 
thority, this Guide finds out « very honourable Epithice for it; 
which bad not long taſted of Power, before another Revolution 
took its place: but I mult needs confeſs, that when twis noiſed 
A King was coming in, and the Church of England to be reſtored 
to all her ancieat Emoluments (ſo called) this Guide grew ſeem - 
ingly dejected, and very forward in expreſſing his diſhke againſt 
their Spiritual Lordſhips, and not leſs contumeliouſly (as he now 
would think) both of her Worſhip an1 Diſcipline, hoping the Preſ- 
byterians Teſtimony of Allegiance, in their zealouſly aſſiſting to fi- 
cilitate the King's Return, would ſo far intereſt him in their con- 
cetus, a8 not wholly to be excluded from the exerciſe of their Re- 
ligion in the Land; But when twas manifeſt that nothing under 
an open Conformity would purchaſe the enjoyment of their Pa- 
riches, (whatever becomes of them) this Guide ſlinks from his J 
dependant Church, and Pre:byterian hopes, reads the Common-Prayer- 
Book , ſubſcribes the Articles, changes Oliver, Richard, or Parlia- 
ment, for Charles (once a Tos of the Beaft, that the little Stone was 
to ſmite) of England, Scotland, Ireland, &. And in the place of 
Chriſts Churches, the Church of England, with the whole Tribe bow 
ever dignified or diſtinguiſhed ; the beheaded King (once the firſt 
broken Toe of the Image, now) he commemorates with an Anni- 
verſary Sermon; and, as the top of all, boldly renounces his ſo ſo- 
lemniy-taken League and Covenant; — What temporizing's this! 
O what unheard-of Hypoctiſie is here! But Reader, what's thy 
opinion of the matter > Can Oliver be Moſes? Richard, Foſbua? ind 
Charles, Defender of the Faith, altogetber ? whoſe Intereſts were 
ſo oppoſite, as the laſt to be exiled, and kept oY both : With 
whom was God's preſence in all theſe times? the Church of Exg. 
land ? If ſo, then not with thoſe that turn'd her out, where Clap» 
bam had his Pariſh : How plainly have his actions unmiskt the 


groſs 


73 
groſs diſſimulation of his heart, and theſe corrupt fruits explain'd 
the poiſonous nature of the tree that brought them forth ? Bur left 
I may be thought to wrong him, as if it were i ible for one 
who pretends bimſelf a Chriſtian Miniſter to be guilty of ſuch abo- 
minable time-ſerving, Reader peruſe theſe paſſages, where be con- 


fidently aims ſuch to have been, the beſt, wiſeft, and moſt judi. Epi ll. p. 


cio Chriftians, who under all thoſe great Changes and Revolution 25 , 
a of 


among ſt us of latter times, baus endeavoured the maintaining the Fun- 
damental Doeftrines of the Ge, even to a degree of complyance in 
things of «Tower nature; in Which he poſitively concludes all per- 
ſons, (from Canterbury.to the meineſt Curat in the Nation, as alſo 
Seculars in their teſpective places) have been to blame, both as to 
their underſtanding and wiſdom, in not yeelding with Clapham in 
thoſe ſmaller matters, (vi. an expulſion of the Church of England, 
a diſowning of Monarchical Authority, or right in the Stuart, Fa- 
mily ; Preaching and printing it a Toe of the Beaſt, extolling the 
Covenant, taking the Engagement, being a Precbyterian, an Inde- 
pendent, « Millenary, &. praying, and (wearing for Parliament, 
ProteRors, Parliament again, at laſt King and Biſhops) ſince thoſe 
who have left King, Biſhops, Common. Prayer, &c, and eſpouſed 
the Intereſt of thoſe other Powers, who eſtabliſht other Methods 
both in Church and State, were the beſt and moſt judicious Chriſti 
an; but to excuſe this brazen Impudence and Hypocriſie, he con- 


cludes, Let not any Principles you have inconſiderately takgn wp ſofar P. 106, 


engage you, ai to makg you loath te return to wayes of truth and ſober- 
5 ; But it would be conſidered, it's no diſgrace for the wiſeſt, bolieſt, 


and moſt learned men to retreat, in. ſome controver ſal —— and P. 108, 
4 


prafiices, Reader, will this fig-leaf garment cover the ſhame of 
this Guide's nakedneſs, from thy diſcerning and cenſure ?- I hope 
not; but does not his covering ſtand in need of one, who ſayes 
the holieft, wiſeſt, and moſt learnedſt men my fill be ſuch, and yet 
walk not in the wayes of truth and ſobriety : What weakneſs, what 
ignorance, What ſtrange confuſion s here ! from which I alio muſt 
infer, that ſince he is but here of late return d rerbe wayes of truth 
and ſobriety, be all his life-time before walk d in the way of error 
and madneſs; Judge then how fit he was to preach others into the 
knowledge of the truth, and a ſober life : Have not the people 
given him money for that Which was not bread 2- And 1 
woul 
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would obſerve, twis in that time of error and madneſs he writ 
thoſe wicked ſlinders againſt us who are called Q. 


Sf. 7. 


would obſerve before I finiſh, that the entendment of his Book 
is not to preſs Conformity to any one in oppohtion to all other 
Conſtitutions, otherwiſe than in a temporary ſence ; for ſince it is 
his principle that ſuch ate the moſt wiſe and judicroxs Chriſtians that 
bave in all Revolutions complied in leſſer matter; ii follows, that the 
Church cf England is no further concerned in this diſcourſe, than 
whilt ſhe keeps the Power and Magiſtracy on ber fide ; for which 
of the ſeven ſons, viz. Lutberan, Calviniſts, Anabaptiſts, Armini- 
ani, E piſcopalians, Prezbyterians, Independents, (being of the ſame 
Father) with that known, or unknown, &c. (hall gain the Pre- 
rogative, he by his own principles ſtands ready to imbtace him; 
ſo that no longer than any of them have external Force to wur- 
rant their Commands and Impoſitions, no longer ſhould they be 
acknowledged; but any other of them (though remote in ſmaller 
matters, holding the ſame Fundamentals ) is quite as eſteemible 
in this Guid's account, and thoſe injudicious that concur not with 
his ſentiments ; by which he does at once commend rather than 
excuſe his palt Compliance with thoſe ſeveral perſ waſions, and 
palpably diſcovers his readineſs to do the like, as otherwiſe con- 
ceiving it unwiſe, (they being the woſt wiſe, and beſt Chriſtians,that 
yeeld in leſſer matters) — But that which renders ſuch Altetati- 
ons ſuſpitious to ſober men, is the never finding them conveni- 
ent till change of Government makes them ſo ; for among the 
many tranſactions of this perſon's life, I ſhould not forget, that 
when the fifrh-Monarchy Principle was in eſteem, which would by 
no means diſpenſe with any Earthly Monarch (as belonging to the 
oreat Image) J. Clapham prints 2 diſcourſe in the vindication of it, 
but the potent Argument of Creme g aſſuming it under the ſpe- 
cious title of Protettor, clearly confuted this great Millenary, as be 
at large acknowledges in his Epiſtle Dedicatory to him before bis 
Book, anciently writ againſt the Quakers; — ſo that the only con- 
flancy I can remarque of J. Clapham, has been the keeping of his 
Pariſh through his very great wnconſtency, in his — 
I hope by this time, Reader, thou halt well confidered and nar- 
rovly 
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rowly mſpeRed the qualities of this Guide, which ſurely manifeſt 
themſelves as deteſtable 26 any I have ever met withal ; his Ig- 
norance, Impudence and Hypocrifie, but above all his hackney, 
mercinary ſpirit ; waich doubtleſs needs muſt leave ſuch ſtrong 
impreflions as (hall for ever make thee diſeſteem his undertaking, 
And that the Qual Innocency, who he bas ſo unworthily flan- 
dered, without u proof to warrant his Aſperfions, ſhill not appear 
the leſs deſerving favonr and encouragement from thee ; how- 
ever he has not been remiſs in putting all his ſtratagems on foot 
to render them obnoxious to the fury and diſpleaſure of ſuch who 
have power to execute the reſentments of their minds, but ra- 
ther let them have thy countenance, as a people whoſe upright 
and induſtrious converſation renders them not leſs ſerviceable than 
exemplary, 

Thus have I finiſh'd my third Chapter, ind haſten to my fourth, 
which is a ſhort Compariſon of ſome of his Contradictions ; that 
whilſt he runs inſulcingly upon us for ignorant, erroneous, and 
contemptible, it may appear that his diſcourſe requires an Errata. 
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CHAP, IIII. 
His Contradictians Compared. 


Fell. 1. 
OD hath nm the framing o | lt „ "tis 4 thing all profeſs 
8 mans nature laid ſo deep 4 B themſelves intereſſed im, ſo 


rnopreſſion of Reli gion, t bat there i 
»o Nation but doth jndg themſelv; 
intereſſed therein, Pag. 1. 


Is the framing of the nature of 
Man there are ſuch Principles of 
Religion engraven in bim, 41 can- 
— ont, P. 3, 15, 16, 


there's nothing men are at greater 
difference about ; ſome word the 
San,others the Moon or the Stars, 
& almoſt any creature from whence 
they received any benefit, Pig. 2. 
We read in the ftory of the Iina- 
elices, the vanity of mani nature 


in matters of Religion, P.3 15 


Obſerv. 


Obſerv. 
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Is God's impreſhon divided, or the capacity he gave man ſo 
blinded as that it cannot diſcern betwixt Himſelf, Sun, Moon, or 
Stars ? and is it poſſible that mars nature ſhould Le religions, and its 
principles not to be razed out, and yet vain in thoſe matters ? and 
what ſpiritual benefit did any ever receive from Sun, Moon on Stars, 
that induced them to worſhip and adore them ? 


How greatly then doth it behove Maus eternal happineſs or mi- 
every man to makg A wiſe choice of | ſery depends on the right knowing 
that God he intends to ſerve, and God, or bis miſtake about it. P. a. 
that Religion be means to live and 


diein? P.2. | 
There u 4 neceſſity men ſhould | On the right chuſing ones Reli- 
be of ſome Religion, p.14, gion, or our miſtake about it, eter- 


| nal bappineſs or miſery, life or 
death , p. 2 vo 

To chuſe deliberately what Ged | The dream that every man may 
we will ſerve, and then reſolve to | be ſaved in bis own Religion, if be 
cleave unto him. p. 15. | be true to it, it more becoming 

Turk than Chriſtians. p. 17. 

O ſtrange contradiction! has man a liberty given, nay, advice 
grounded on neceſſity to be of ſome Religion, and not only to chuſe 
what God he will, but alſo to live and die in bis ſervice; and yet 
damn'd if he hits not on the true one? What's this more, than to ſay 
it's neceſſary man ſhould do ſomewhat, though he be dam d for it > 
And if it's a dream to expect Salvation in being true to ſome Reli- 
gion, is it not t lethargy of impertinency, that it's neceſſary to be of 
ſome Religion,and to live and dic in it? 


There are many falſe Religions 
in the world, p. 15. 


There being ſuch diverſuties ef | 
Religions, you had need to have 
your ches about . p. 26, 


It's a miſtake to think that there 
ii ſuch a multitude of Religions in 
the world, p. a7. 


Thert are, to ſpeak , but 
fowr Religions, N wy 


Obſerv, _ Theſe croſs ſayings muſt needs be manifeſt to the weakeſt caps- 


city; for if he ſpeaks properly on one fide, he ſpeaks very improper/y 
on the other, 
SR, 


Iii mt ſufficient i har it be deli- 
vered —— by itte from Au- 
ceſlort, by education from Godly- 
Parents, commented by the pra- 
— of wiſe and prove perſons, — 

bat make «a wiſe chorce for your 
PRs p. 2. | 


Thoſe that take wp Reli gion 
becanſt it's profeſt in p C_ 
and commended by example, how 


Joght are they therein? p.19. 


* one fide rhis Guide is we 


reaſon in himſelf ; in the other, that 


Selk. 2. 


Mar t 41 . berit 
— 7 he 


rope gary bis ſoul upon them; 
kch end ity exe og neteſ- 
- 4 


to be comvrrſant in theſe trea- 
which prove the vetiry of the 


briſtian 


Rui p. 10. 
X * 12 add me * of Cut ien more 


againſt a common, but dangerous 
ifaks: Tube beed of fan 
your own apyrebenont of rhe Teaſe 
of Scriftave ; "Iz b Pandamen- 
. e down, yer poi r 
| rottredenel art hidden — 
nxt anderſtandings, 4 hnow not 
the Languages and proper Idiom 
every 


"1% = ure, and other ad- 
neg. p. 19. 


e ſhould zccept things from 


the apprehenſfions and greater ill of others, 


Bat it — to be con- 
tending about things not ſo clearly 
revealed in Scripture; p. A. 

But darkly lad down, p.47. 
Tas bed of that preat mſlake, 
that nothing i; ts 42 admitted, in 
and * Alminiftr ardons: of 
the Church of Chriſt, but what 11 

beld ſorth in Srript arr. p.99, 100. 


O ſtradge cauſuſion! A Rule, 


revealed © Ie ir os untenſoneble to ſuppoſe 


| Search the Scriptures and 


| look well to them, they aue 


your Chard and fe 


ie your {,ouſe by ; 
all things by them. p. 2 


and do Rule; We not 
chat Chit; infteed of 


rearing his Charch' mote toi ons in νñ everyhould 


live her deſtitute vf information in thoſe things which coggern 
H 


hes 


frat chuſing from 1 Obſer, 


Obſerv. 


ber price, ſioce contrary apy rebenfions about them have been the 


ground of all Diviſion and Perſecution through Ages, and will be 
yet with moſt, notwithſtanding this Guide's directions? — Can 
the Scriptures be clear in deep, and not in (ballow matters? 


God hath committed the care of | A not ſufficient that "tis com. 
Religion, and the ſettlement of it, | manded by the Laws of the Land, 
to thoſe in Authority, in their Do- but makg a wiſe choice for your 
winions,in ſuch a way as they judg | ſelves. p. 25. 
moſt agreeable to the Rule + the Let every one be fully perſwaded 
Word. p.68, in bis own mind. p. 53, 

They are to ſee all be adminiſtred 
Accor ding to the ſame ; and inthe 

ticular circumplances undeter- 
mined by God, they bave a power 
to order and ſettle things accord- 
ing tothe general Rules laid down 
in the Word, p. 104. 

If God has invelted Magiſtrates with the power of Interprets- 
tion, and ſettlement of Religious matters accordingly; is it not 
abſurd to bid men chuſe for themſelves, fince they are to be con- 
cluded by anothers choice ? and how the Oracles of God ſhould 
be perſpicuous to all underſtandings, and yetneed an Interpreter, 
(I mean the Magiſtrate) I would fain underſtand, 


And men that aft according to 
Reaſon will look into the Oracle 
of God bumſelf, wherein God bath 
revealed bu Will concerning Faith 
and VVorſhip. p. 9. 


Set, 3, 
The Chriſtian — was con- T he Quakers 5 reſpeli of their 
fem d by many ſigns ; by the means | want of learning and outward ac- 
of propagation 7 it by weak, and | compliſhments, are contemptible, 


wrlcarned men, by whoſe preaching | P. 62, 


it overſpread the world. p.317. 


Controverted points are bidden from 
ording'y underſtandings that lnow not 
the Languages, and proper Idioms of 
Scripture, and cuſtoms of the Church, 
and other advantages of Learning, that 
its or draw ily 19 poſſible they ſhould find 
| «ur the mind of God therein. p.111. 


What 


The Fundamental: of Chriftia- 
miry are fo plainly laid down in | 
Scripture, that the weakeſt Chri- 
fliani may underfland them, pag. 


410, 


— 


— 


proof ot atgument, to have recommended the more unqueſtionably 
the belief of the Chriſtian Religion in old rimes, to the primitive 
Chriſtians, he here ſhould make the reaſon why be te jects and re- 
viles the Quakers and their Teſtimony ; — and that he ſhould 
tell us, the Spirit they received perfectly inform'd them, and yet 
that Learning is to be the only means of knowing God's mind in 
theſe dayes, whilſt be confeſſes at the ſame time, the weakeſt 
Chriſtian may underſtand the Fundamentals of Religion. 


God i tobe worſhipped in S- For who is there that knows not 
rit and in Truth p.70, that forms of Prayer have been of 

The eſſence of Prayer lies in | exceediag long continuance in the 
lifting up true deſires to God in the | Chriſtian Church, p. 91. 
Name of Chriſt, p. 71. 

To pray, part of God's Wor- Stt-forms, art not only wſed aud 
ſhip, but whether it be in a Book, | preſcribed in the Old Teſtament, 
er ont of it, i no part «t all, pag. | but alſo in the New, p. 94. 
109. 


How! Worſhip in Spirit, and yet by words of man's preſcrip- Obſers, 


tion! Can any man bring the Spirit to ſo many words, to begin 
with J, and end with N or who knows the Spirit's mind ſo pun- 
Ctually as to preſcribe for Generations to come the words it will 
uſe, for all perſons and conditions that may be in the world 2 who 
can pretend to know all ſtates, that he may write prayers for each ? 
Why not forms of fighs and groans >? — Was it not a Spititual- 
Worſhip Chriſt Jeſu ſet up, above fixteen hundred years ago, in 
oppoſition to the Jewiſh one, and all other particular Worſhips in 
the World ꝰ which are known to have been forms, and ſuch 45 this 
Guide pleads for, at leaſt the Jewiſh; and produce me a Form 

t forth and eſtabliſh t by any of the Apoſtles, who were faithful 
in God's Houſe ; — But did not Forms creep up when the primi- 
tive Power and Spirit was loſt, imitating Prayer,but not Praying ? 
And did not Tertullian in bis Apology, (who 18 generally rank't in 
the beginning of the third Century) write, that the Chriſtians 
prayed not by Book, but as they were moved by the Spitit of Bod, 
or to that = And I challenge this Guide, or any liviog, to 
make zppewr that a Form of Prayer was eſtabliſh d till ſometima 
altea 


H 3 
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What Contradiction is here ! that what he deſigns to have been Obſerv. 


1 


* 


Fron ſmi. 


the Ima. 
on the 
feet. p. 
29, 


Obſer. 


[ 60 ] 
after bis death; And this Guide bimſelf acknowledges in his Stone 
ſmiting the: Image on the fret, that the Apoſtacy was began, rhe Ex 
pire peelded mp ro the Pupacy, the primitive purity of Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip, fail d, and became corregied: and let him tell me if the Wor- 
(hip of the Church of England bad not its beginning there, at leaſt 
thoſe things he calls Additamrnis and Modes ; ſo that they are not 
concluded as neceflary by any Light or Prudence, but innovated 
dy a vain, formal, and ſuperſtitions nature: Beſides, examine the 
contradiction of his own Aſſertions, God muſt be worſhipped in Spi 
rit, and yet in Form : Forms are not only of Legal, but Id. Je 


tation, and yet whether Prayer be with Book, or without Book it mate 
ters not. 


Its a vain deluſion to think that | VThereun you art otherwi(e- 
the Spirit ſhon/d diſcover all deep | minded, Ho wil REVEAL the 
Myſteries, p. 111. Truth | the Myſtery] ante you, 
1g. 46, 

The Spirit of Gad teaches not by God wi REVEAL bu Ss 
ſuch immediate Enthuſiaſm; | or | crets to ſuch as fear Him, and 
Revelations | p. 111. lead you by bis Spirit, p. 46, 47. 


If it be a vain deluſion to ſay the Spitit only can diſcover alt 
deep Myſteries, pray what it it to ſay/ it (hall reveal the Truth, 
which comprehends all 2 and that it will reveal God's Secrets, 
(what ate they but MyRteries?) And if God's Spirit does not teach 
immediatly, why does Clapham ſay that it will REVEAL God's 
Secrets, and lead us > Which implies the familiaricy and conſſaney 
of bis preſence, What contradiction's this! | 


Sect. 4. 


For who u there of the higheſt | Let the Doftrins and Myſteries 
Form of ( briſtians that are aſ- | of Faith you recerve,influtyce your 
certained that in every. particular | bears & liver, ſartlifie & chan 
doctrise and praftice , that theſe | rho. Reſt not inthe Forms of G 
be iunbe right, ſeeing the beſkef | lineff without the Power of it p. a 
wen are imperfell, and may God only us to be ſanthfied of all 
do err 6+. N 53. | them that come nan to him. p. 
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Who in 1 free from | In the Charch of Englind 4 
grer f What Church or Perſon | profeſſed remenciation of the De- 
won Earth f p.65. vil, the World, and rhe Fleſh, 
For vba Churches are ſo pure | with ALL their finful works and 
bat they have ſome defetts, errors, | li, p. 70, | 
corruption f p- 81. 


Let this Truth influtnce your 
hearts and liver, ſo as you fin- 
cerely obey the Goſpel, and live in 

The Quakers truſt in a pretend | the daily expect ation of the comng 
d finleſs perfection. p. 63. 7 the Lord, and give diligence t 

| found of bim without SPOT, 
| | ad BLAMELES. e 

Here's the perfection of his contradictions ; — . Is it ſence 
to aſſum that Societies are ſanctiſied and chang'd, and yer imper- 
fe, corrupt, and erroneous ? 2. If God is to be ſantified of att 
that come near unto him, then ſuch as can't ſanctifie him, cannot 
approach him; but Clapham, and ſuch as cry, They have no health 
in them, and conſequently unſanctiſted, cannot ſanctiffe the Lord, 
therefore can't they approach kim. 3. He aks the queſtion; 
What Church iu without corruptiens ? and as patly anſwers it, The 
Church of England {for (he) renwncer the Prvii, the World, and the 
Fleſh, with all their deceitſul works ard laſts; So that perfection is 
an Article of Clapham's Faith, ar being of that Church. 4. And 
why ſhould he be angry that the Quakerorruft in 4 ſinleſs prrfeftion, 
as that which will exceedingly rejoyce at the appearance of theit 
Lord >. Since he has found ſo ſtirable a defence, that in ſo miny 
wordsadmoniſhes all-to-grve Anũi to be found of him in pract, 
without SPOT, and BLAMELES. Wo 3 

And. Reader, though be nevet did intend by his Diſcburſt a 
Vindication of the Q#okers Principles, yer may'it thou eahly 
perceive howhe is left of God in this conceited undertaking, to 
manifold groſs conttadictions; and whil't be would be thought 
competent to enervate (ſuch Oi ins xs don't quadyare, or agree 
with bis, bis Book is made hi corfyration't — Nor hive I ha- 
ted at the moity, becauſe I would avoid prolixity, proſeſſing in 
lincerity, I ſcarce have ever read ſuch 1 co ium of abſurdi- 
ties, although, when firſt I ſave bis Treatiſe, I was in expectiti- 
* on 
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on of ſome eſſay, or new Aclantis in Religion, #8 might (if not) 
deſerve an ipptobation of its Docttine, at leaſt have manifeſted 
the ingenuity of its Author ; but to find the gleanings of ſome 
mouldy Authors, and dark ſuggeſtions of unvarrantable Traditi- 
on, venture to put a cheat upon the World, under the ſpecious Ti- 
tle of a Guide, (who had not gone a page before he loſt his way) at 
once expteſt more ignorance and impudence than any piece I — 
met with ſioce I have held the leaſt intelligence with Books ; and 
I bope what hath been already writ, will by thee be eſteem d a ſuf- 
ficient anſwer to this Guide, and ſo unviaatd his deſigns, as nei- 
ther thou or any elſe from thence ſhall take the leaſt encourage · 
ment to embrace his Religion, or give entertainment to his falſe 
Aſperhons, but rather am willing to believe, that perſons ingeni- 
ous and deliberate, will never look upon a time-ſerving Prieft, 
thus circumſtantiated with great vatiety of miſdemeanours, or any 
thing his parts and mallice can ſuggeſt, ſo favourably, as to accept 
bis ſentiments to the apparent prejudice of ſuch, whoſe cartis 
and correſpondence amongſt men, are in the general confeſt to be 
diſcreet and friendly ; for if the Perſons inveſted with Authorit 
ſhall once admit of implicit apprebenfions for their Rule, « 
that from one Whoſe very ations carry ſuch undeniable malignity 
with them, thoſe differing Petſwaſions againſt whom he may have 
treaſur'd up revenge, certainly expect the effects of theit ſe- 
vetity and diſpleaſure, let them in other matters, where publick 
preſervation is concern'd, appear never ſo ready and conttibu- 


tory. 

But ſuch procedures reliſh rather of Romiſh bigottry, and inbu- 
mane ipquivtion,than Chriſtian renderneſs and humane prudence : 
For as a gentle treatment of Diſſenters has ever been the moſt ef+ 
feual way for — differences in Religion, (it leaſt preſervin 
of the peace) ſo ſhould all Magiſtrates remember (if they eſe) 
that their Authority cannot reaſonably extend beyond the e 
for which it was appointed, which being not to jothrone them» 
ſelves Sovereign Moderators in cauſes purely Conſcientious, and 
relating to a World in which they cannot pretend the leaſt Juriſ- 
diction, but onely to maintzin the impartial execution of Juſtice, 
io regulating civikmarters with moſt advantage to the tranquility, 
tuti t and repatation of their Tettitories, they ſhould not 
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bend their Forces, nor imploy their ſtrength, to gratifie the ſelf- 
ſecking ſpirit of the Prieſts, or any private intereſt whatſoever ; -- 
An Exerciſe below the dignity of their Office, and much too nat- 
row for that univerſal influence it ſhould have upon the Publick. 

Sea, 5. 

But to conclude, judicious Reader, hold not ſo light an eſteem 
of the Quaker: Principles, becauſe decri'd by ſuch as cither don't 
know them, or well know an entertainment of them would put 
a period to their gain: But ſoberly examine if there be any other 
way to perfe& Victory over thoſe corruptions and fleſhly luſts, to 
which we naturally are addicted, and moſt infallibly occiſion that 
diſorder and confuſion we ſee all Nations ſubje& to, than what 
they Preach up, Write for, and Walk by, even that Grace of God 
which brings Salvation, (from all iniquity) which ſayes this Guide, 
is the ſum of all, viz. The Grace of God which bringeth Salvation P:43., 
bath apprared unto all men, teaching ua, that denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and god 7 in thus pre- 
ſemt World : Which being really attended on, its inſttuctions cot- 
dally imbrac'd, and holy motions intirely refign'd unto, with that 
noble, but neceſlary reſolution, of deſÞu/ing al ſhame, and patient- 
ly enduring the Croſs ; ſhall make thee a Righteous Magiſtrate, a 
Reformed Prieft, or 1 Holy Citizen of the New Jeruſalem : It 
leads into circumſpection, and pure conformity to the Divine 
Pleaſure : Doubts and Fears, Sighs and Tears, (hall fly away, and 
in that faithful ſtayedneſs of heart on God, We can, according 
to out reſpective meaſures, ſay, He makes the Rivers of bis Peace 
to overflow, and never-failingly bedews with the ».freſhment of bu 
glorious Preſence: Which Reader, that thou mayeſt, and all men 
really experiment, is the very earneſt defire of him, that God in 
everlaſting love has made a Friend to the Trae Revigion, but in 


enemy to every falſe Way , P 
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